Good News

P RESENTS

Unaerstand
the BID




E2

Introduction

he Bibleistheworld's best-selling book.
Year after year millions of copiesaresold

or given away. Although most ancient

books have disappeared from memory, the Bible
continues to be printed more than any other book
on earth and isavailablein more than 2,000 lan-
guages. It hashelped form the basisfor Western
society and has shaped much of itsreligious, eco-
nomic and socia outlook.

Ye, in spite of the Bible's populaity, it hasdso
gptly been described asthe world'smost misunder-

stood book. Although millions of peopleare Bible
readers, many find it hard to understand. Some
even give up trying, thinking it too confusing.

Possibly you have been one of those who have
found the Bible difficult to comprehend. Perhaps
you wish you knew how to better apply itstime-
lessprinciples, how to useit to build aright rela-
tionship withitsauthor, your Cregtor.

How can you become one of thosewho do
understand what the Scriptures say?

Let'slook tothe Bibleitsdf for the answer.
There arewaysto better grasp what it saysto
mankind. Throughout its pages are principlesthat,
when applied, can help your comprehension. We
will examine seven keysthat will help open up
thisBook of booksto your understanding.

“Today there is not a language in the
civilized world into which this word of
God has not been rendered” (The Inter-
national Standard Bible Encyclopedia,
Vol. 1, p. 492).

“One of the most notable conversions
to the Bible was Sir William Ramsay. He

losophy degree from Oxford University.
He gave his whole life to the study of
archaeology so he could refute the Bible.
He finally departed for the Holy Land,
with his chief aim to refute the book of
Acts. After 25 years of work, he became

exact account even in its smallest details.
In his attempt to disprove the Bible, Sir
William Ramsay discovered hundreds of

shook the world of the Bible critics when
he confessed he had accepted Christian-
ity” (D. James Kennedy, Why | Believe,
1980, p. 28).

to read the Bible in its entirety once a
year” (John Quincy Adams).

“A thorough knowledge of the Bible
is worth more than a college education”
(Theodore Roosevelt).

“Belief in the Bible, the fruit of deep
meditation, has served me as the guide

ductive of interest” (Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe).
“If we abide by the principles taught

was an atheist, and son of atheists. He was
wealthy and proudly bore a Doctor of Phi-

so impressed with the accuracy of Luke, its
writer, that he finally concluded it was an

historical facts which confirmed the Bibli-
cal account. Finally, in one of his books, he

“It has been my custom for many years

of my moral and literary life. | have found
it a capital safely invested, and richly pro-

Things to Keep in Mind About the Bible

by the Bible, our country will go on pros-
pering” (Daniel Webster).

“| believe the Bible is the best gift
that God has ever given to man. All the
good from the Savior of the world is
communicated to us through this Book.
| have been driven many times to my
knees by the overwhelming conviction
that | had nowhere else to go”
(Abraham Lincoln).

“The majesty of the Scriptures strikes
me with admiration, as the purity of the
Gospel has its influence on my heart. Pur-
sue the works of our philosophers with all
their pomp of diction, how mean, how
contemptible are they, compared with
the Scriptures” (Jean-Jacques Rousseau).

“It is impossible to rightly govern the
world without God and the Bible”
(George Washington).

“The Bible is the rock on which our
republic rests” (Andrew Jackson).

“Itis impossible to mentally or socially
enslave a Bible-reading people” (Horace
Greeley).

“The foundations of our society and
our government rest so much on the
teachings of the Bible that it would be
difficult to support them if faith in these
teachings would cease to be practically
universal in our country” (Calvin
Coolidge).

“We reject with scorn all these learned
and labored myths that Moses was but
a legendary figure. We believe that the
most scientific view, the most up-to-date
and rationalistic conception, will find its
fullest satisfaction in taking the Bible
story literally” (Winston Churchill).
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First key:

Ask for God’s
Guidance

In a Proper
Attitude

urioudy enough, wefind that the Bibleis

not abook that can be readily understood

by everyone. How, then, can we cometo
undergtand it?

Our first step isto humbly ask God for help.

Prayer, coming to God to humbly ask for
Hishelp, isthefirst vitd key to understanding
HisWord.

God describesthekind of attitude and approach
He respects: “But on thisonewill | look: on him
whoispoor and of acontrite pirit, and who trem-
blesa my word” (Isaiah 66:2).

God does not play favorites, Heisnot con-
cerned with the color of aperson’sskinor his
nationality. Helooks on the heart, the attitude
and approach, to determine whether to give under-
ganding. Peter tellsus, “Intruth | percelve that
God shows no partidity. But in every nation who-
ever fears Him and worksrighteousnessis
accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34-35).

Jesus Chrigt thanked God the Father for theway
He chosewhom to give spiritua understanding:

“I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
You have hidden these thingsfrom thewise and
prudent and revealed them to babes.. . . No one
knowswho the Son is except the Father, and who
the Father is except the Son, and the oneto whom
the Sonwillsto reveal Him” (Luke 10:21-22,
emphasis added throughot).

God reservesthe right to choose those to whom
Hewill reveal spiritual understanding. Sometimes
onewhom God so chooses may indeed hold to

viewsthat opposethetruth, asdid the apostle Paul.

God miraculoudly called this man who had vigor-

oudly persecuted the early Christians, then opened
his mind and used him asapowerful tool to reved
awedth of spiritua truth and write much of what

we know asthe New Testament.

Notice theimportance of God'sinvolvementin
our understanding of the Bible. Christ said to His
disciples “Thesearethewordswhich | spoketo
youwhile | was il with you, that al things must

befulfilled which werewritten in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning
Me. And He opened their understanding, that they
might comprehend the Scriptures’ (Luke 24:44-
45). It wasnot their intellect thet et them gragp the
meaning; they had to have divine help.

Many overlook thispoint in studying the Bible.
Even though we might possessthe world's bright-
est minds, if God does not act to open our minds,
the Biblewill remain closed to us. The apostle
Paul explained: “ These things[God's Word] we
also spesk, not inwordswhich man’swisdom
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, com-
paring spiritual thingswith spiritua. But the nat-
ural man does not receive the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishnessto him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned” (1 Corinthians 2:13-14).

Because God inspired the Bible, it followsthat it
isnot amere book that takes only ameasure of
intellectua effort to understand. God reservesthe
right to grant an understanding of His precious
truthsto whomever Hewill.

How we read the Bible—our motivationin
sudying it—isimportant. If wefeel compelled
toread it to please othersor pore over it only asa
religious duty, God likely will not open the Scrip-
tures true meaning to us. Histruthswill remain
hidden. How, then, can wefind these truths?

Aswe have seen, thefirst key to understand-
ing Scriptureisto ask for God's help with aright
attitude: “And you will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for mewith all your heart”
(Jeremiah 29:13).

Why isattitude so important? Paul revedsthe
answer: “But God has chosen the foolish things
of theworld to put to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of theworld to put to
shame the things which are mighty; and the base
things of theworld and thethingswhich are
despised God has chosen, and thethingswhich are
not, to bring to nothing the thingsthat are, that no
flesh should glory in His presence” (1 Corinthians
1:27-29). No onewill be able to boast that he was
abletorightly understand God's spiritud truths
with only his nativeintelligence and his own effort.

On the other hand, once a person humbly asks
God for help and is committed to obeying what he
learns, heisontheright track. Christ explained this
to Hisdisciples: “Assuredly, | say toyou, unless
you are converted and become aslittle children,
you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore whoever humbleshimsdlf asthislittle
childisthe greatest in the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 18:3-4). No matter how intelligent we
may be, if wedon't humble oursalves and become
teachableasasmall child, God will not help us
grasp HisWord.

God promisesthat Hewill faithfully answer a
humble request for understanding from those with
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whom Heisworking. Jameswrites: “If any of you
lackswisdom, let him ask of God, who givesto all
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given
tohim” (James 1.5).

All through the Bible we see examples of
people who asked humbly for godly wisdom and
were rewarded. Examplesare David, Solomon,
Danid, Esther and Jesus firgt disciples.

On the other hand, others are prime examples of
thosewho relied on their own ability and were sub-
sequently humiliated, such as Cain, the Pharaoh of
the Exodus, King Saul, Nebuchadnezzar, the Phar-
iseesand Herod Agrippa

An example of aproper, humble, godly
gpproachisthat of the Bereans, mentioned inActs
17:10-12: “[ The Bereans] were more fair-minded
than thosein Thessaonica, in that they received
theword with al readiness, and searched the Scrip-
turesdaily to find out whether these thingswere
0. Therefore many of them believed, and dso
not afew of the Greeks, prominent women aswell
asmen.”

Unlike others, the Bereans did not immedi-
ately reject what Paul was saying, even though
many things they heard contradicted their own
long-held beliefs. They carefully reviewed the
Scriptures with an open mind and saw that what
Paul had said made sense. Then, after diligently
searching the Scriptures, they verified that what
he taught was indeed the truth, and they humbly
accepted histeachings.

Similarly, if we want to understand the Bible,
we need the attitude of the Bereans. We need to
carefully review the Scriptures, not taking our
beliefsfor granted, because, asthe Bereans

found, our own ideas can be wrong.

Ishumility, then, all that isneeded? That a
person beginswith ahumble attitude doesn’t
mean hewill continue that approach and gain
the understanding he seeks. The Bible showsthat
some who cometo an understanding of certain
basic revealed spiritud truthswill lose that com-
prehension because they do not act on them. By
rejecting knowledge revealed by God, they choose
to lay asdetheir humility and exat their own
point of view.

Jesusillustrated, in His explanation of the para-
ble of the sower, why somewill understand while
otherswill not: “To you it has been given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest
itisgivenin parables, that ‘ Seeing they may not
see, and hearing they may not understand.

“Now the parableisthis: The seed istheword
of God. Those by the wayside are the oneswho
hear; then the devil comes and takes awvay the word
out of thelr hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved. But the ones on therock are thosewho,
when they hear, receive theword with joy; and
these have no root, who believefor awhileand in
time of temptation fal away.

“Now the onesthat fell anong thornsarethose
who, when they have heard, go out and are choked
with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring
no fruit to maturity. But the onesthat fell onthe
good ground are those who, having heard theword
with anobleand good heart, keep it and bear fruit
with patience” (Luke 8:10-15).

There, in Chrigt’swords, are some of the
reasons peoplefail to grow in spiritud understand-
ing. Most do not perseverein God'sWord because

Marking Your Bible

The Bible looks formidable, with its
hundreds of pages of small print. How-
ever, the Bible is a book designed to be
used. To familiarize yourself with key
verses, it is a good idea to mark your
Bible to help you relocate particular
passages. The methods used by studiers
of the Bible range from one color to
elaborate color keys, arrows, notes and
brackets and the underlining of words,
phrases and sentences.

Anyone who goes through the process
of marking his Bible will appreciate the
need for simplicity. After a while a Bible
can end up looking like a messy coloring
book. A few guidelines will help avoid
overmarking your Bible.

Use colors to highlight only important
words. Be sure to select a pen or marker
that will not run, smear or bleed through

the page. When underlining phrases, use
a ruler. With a proper mark, an impor-
tant word or phrase should instantly let
you know what is the subject matter.

Marking the Bible will help you get
a feel of where you are in a particular
page. It will save much time trying to
locate that special scripture.

Many computerized Bible-study pro-
grams will allow you to type your own
notes (or import them from other elec-
tronic text files) and attach them to spe-
cific verses, letting you create your own
personal commentaries (see “Computer
Bible Helps™). This method allows a vir-
tually unlimited amount of space for
your personal notes and comments
while keeping them neat and orderly.
Such electronic notes can later be
edited, expanded or deleted much more
easily than handwritten notes in a
printed Bible.
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of negligence, lack of faith or asalf-centered rather
than godly outlook.

An attitude of prayerfully, humbly seeking help
from God so we can learn, leading to putting into
practicewhat wedo learn, isthefirst key to under-
ganding God'struthsin the Bible. You can put this
principleinto practice by asking God to enlighten,
teach, ingtruct and correct you from HisWord and
lead you in understanding it.

Second key:

Obedience
Brings
Understanding

SELUI U KEY TUIHUDWS Iuyicdly Ul uie nis. A
right attitude leads to a proper obedience of
God'slaws, which form much of thefoun-
dation of the Bible.

James explainsthat you must be“ doersof the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyoneisahearer of theword and not adoer,
heislikeaman observing hisnaturd faceinamir-
ror; for he observeshimsdlf, goes away, and imme-
diately forgetswhat kind of man hewas. But he
who looksinto the perfect law of liberty and con-
tinuesinit, and isnot aforgetful hearer but adoer
of thework, thisonewill be blessed in what he
does’ (James 1:22-25).

We see, then, that applying what welearn from
God'sWord is necessary, along with ahumble
gpproach. We must begin to livewhat welearn
for God to grant us continued understanding.

If we refuse to accept the understanding God
reveasto us, He ceasesto give usmore of it. God
explainsthisprinciple: “My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge. Because you have rgjected
knowledge, | alsowill rejectyou. ..” (Hosea4:6).

For usto understand the Bible, we must first
learn about and respect God'slaw. We read asum-
mary of thisprinciplein Psaim 111:10: “Thefear
of the Lorp isthe beginning of wisdom; agood
understanding have al those who do His com-
mandments. . ”

Paul emphasizesthispoint in Romans 2:13;
“For not the hearers of thelaw arejust in the sight
of God, but the doers of the law will bejudtified.”
If aperson studiesthe Biblejust to hear what it
says, but not to do what it commands, heisnot

pleasing God and cannot expect Hishelp.

Sadly, many think Jesus Christ cameto do
away with the law, but He denied thisin the
strongest terms. “ Do not think that | cameto
destroy the Law or the Prophets,” He warned.

“1 did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth
pass away, onejot or onetittlewill by no means
passfrom thelaw till al isfulfilled” (Matthew
5:17-18).

Jesuswas explaining that al of God's
commandments should be “fulfilled” in amore-
complete way than that taught by the Pharisees.
He stressed that we should take into account the
spiritua intent of the law and not just the | etter.
He showed that both aspects of law-keeping are
necessary to truly obey God.

To those who followed Him, but did not obey
God'slaws, He said, “Not everyone who saysto
Me, ‘Lord, Lord, shdl enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who doesthe will of my Father
in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Christ expected
Hisfollowersto deeply respect God's command-
ments, as He always respected and obeyed them.
Hisview was clear: “If you keep My command-
ments, you will abidein My love, just as| have
kept My Father’s commandments and abidein
Hislove® (John 15:10). Christ’steachings uphold
God's commandments. They do not do away
with them.

The apostle Peter wrote of peoplewho desireto
receive the Holy Spirit, arequirement for under-
standing the Scriptures. “And we are Hiswitnesses
to these things, and so dso isthe Holy Spirit
[which] God has given to those who obey HinT’
(Acts5:32).

Therefore, to understand reveded spiritud
truths requires the second key, whichisfaithful
obedienceto God's perfect laws and instruction
asshown in Scripture.

Though obedienceis necessary for continued
spiritud understanding, this does not mean that
obedience entitlesusto savetion. God aone,
through His grace and mercy, forgives Sin, grants
us help to overcome and offers savation as a gift.
However, God does expect usto do our part while
Hefulfillsthe rest. James emphasized this princi-
ple: “Was not Abraham our father justified by
workswhen he[in order to obey] offered Isaac his
son onthedtar? Do you see that faith wasworking
together with hisworks, and by worksfaith was
made perfect?’ (James2:21-22).

The many benefits of obediencewill quickly
manifest themsdvesto the doer. “Oh, taste and see
that the Lorp isgood,” wrote King David (Psalm
34:8). Jesus Chrigt said: “Whoever choosesto do
thewill of God will know whether my teaching
comesfrom him orismerely my own” (John 7:17,
Revisad English Bible). An attitude of humble, will-
ing obedienceisthelitmustest!
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Third key:

Accept the
Inspiration of
All the Bible

hethird key involvesthe way we view the
Scriptures. To understand them, we must
accept the authority over usof dl the Bible.
All the books of the Bible—in both the Old and
New Testaments—are inspired by God.

God assures usthat we can absolutely trust the
Holy Scriptures. “ All Scriptureisgiven by inspira-
tion of God,” wrote Paul, “and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for ingtruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, thoroughly equipped for every good work”
(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Thisisapowerful satement. It meanswe can
confidently accept the Bible, asoriginaly written,
astheinspired and infalible Word of God. What
has been handed down to us are various versions
and differing trandations, none of which isfree of
occasiona human error. Therefore, acomparison
among theversonsis helpful (See“WhichBible
VersonlsBest?").

We can rest assured that the differences are mini-
md among themgor versonsthat arefathfully
based on the Hebrew and Greek texts. Many ancient
copies have been used toferret out dmogt dl mis-
takesintroduced through copying thetext over the
centuries. Badc truthsarefaithfully preserved.

What evidence do we havethat all the Bible
isinspired by God? That is an important ques-
tion. If the Bible were just another religious
book written thousands of years ago, why would
we need it? After al, we have plenty of those
aready available, and new books on religion
appear dmost every day. What makes the Bible
one of akind isits consistency. Itsunderlying
principles never changed throughout the 1,500
years of itscreation.

Some 40 authors composed the various books
of the Bible over the centuries, and only afew of
itswriters personaly knew any of the others. Yet
acontinud unity of thought isobviousin their writ-
ings. Therdigiouswritings that form the basesfor
other religions and philosophies areimperfect.
They contain both easly identifiable doctrind and
historica errorsand inconsstencies.

Only the Bible has held up under centuries of
scrutiny from historians, critics and the archaeolo-
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gist’'sspade. Unparallded inthe history of litera:
ture, the Bible has proved religblein ways
unmatched by other books.

Gleason Archer, ascholar of biblicd studiesand
languages of recent years, writes about attributes of
the Bible: “As| have dedt with one apparent dis-
crepancy after another and have studied the alleged
contradictions between the biblica record and the
evidenceof linguistics, archaeology, or science, my
confidencein the trustworthiness of Scripture has
been repeatedly verified and strengthened by the
discovery that dmost every problemin Scripture
that has ever been discovered by man, from ancient
times until now, has been dedlt with in acompletely
satisfactory manner by the biblical text itself—
or else by objective archaeol ogical information”
(Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, Zondervan,
Grand Rapids, 1982, p. 12).

Not only isthe Bible historically accurate, but
itsunifying principles are found from the begin-
ning to the end of the Scriptures. Faith, for exam-
ple, isoneof those unifying principles. Back in
Genesis4, at the beginning of human higtory, we
seethefaith of Abdl, who paid for hisfaith with
hislife. Throughout the centuries of the biblical
record, thissamefaith isto befound inthetrids
of Noah, Abraham, Moses and the prophets, Jesus
Christ Himsdlf, the apostles and the members of
the early Church.

A New Testament chapter, Hebrews 11, shows
that for thousands of yearsaunity of thought was
based on the principle of faith. Therefore, when
reading the Bible we need to keep in mind the
unity of itsspiritua principles. Whether we're
studying anarretive, ahymn, an gpostolic letter or
thefour Gospels, wefind that al are connected to
the same underlying principlesinspired by God.

If |eft to the devices of fallible men, the contradic-
tionsin its principleswould long ago have been
exposed—asthey have been in most of man’swrit-
ings. Many views and interpretations about whet
the Bible says are contradictory. But none of these
sectarian opinions affectstheintegrity of the Scrip-
turesthemsdlves.

God'scommandments are another example of a
unifying principle. Hislawsform the backbone of
Scripture, the basisfor God'srdationship with
mankind. They beginin Genes's, where basic prin-
ciplesarereveded, and are expanded throughout
therest of the Bible. Inthelast chapter of thefina
book, Revelation, weread,  Blessed arethosewho
do Hiscommandments, that they may havethe
right to thetree of life, and may enter through the
gatesintothecity” (Revelation 22:14).

God's commandments do not change from
the beginning to the end of the Bible, even though
they areamplified in the New Testament. The same
author, God, inspired al of the Scriptures.

Jesus Christ mentioned the principle that Scrip-
tureisbuilt on the framework of the command-



ments of God. He explained in Matthew 22:37-40
the two greatest scriptural and spiritud principles.
One coversthe Firgt through the Fourth Com-
mandments, and the second ded swith the Fifth
through the Tenth. Jesus quoted: ““ You shall love
the Lorp your God with al your heart, with all
your soul, and with al your mind. Thisisthefirst
and great commandment. And the secondislikeit:
“You shdl love your neighbor asyoursdlf. On
these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets” Thesetwo greet principles, said Jesus,
form the foundation of al of God'slaws.

Another example of biblica unity of thought
isfound in the genedl ogiesligted throughout the
Bible. Somethink they are only aremnant of higtory
and of littleworth. Yet these genedlogies, in Genesis
5and 10 and 1 Chronicles 1 through 9, formthe
basisfor thelineage of New Testament figures,
incdluding Jesus Christin Matthew 1 and Luke 3.

They depict Christ not asalegendary figure,
but descended from Old Testament persondities
whose exigtence can be verified. Higtorica and
archaeologicd evidence has confirmed the exis-
tence of many of Jesus ancestors, giving credence
to the prophecies about Jesus' descent from Abra-
ham (Genesis 12:7; Gdatians 3:16) and David
(Matthew 1:1). Genedlogiesthus serve as higtorical
guidepossfor the existence of Jesus Chridt.

Although many Biblewriterslived centuries
gpart and didn’t necessarily redlize they werewrit-
ing wordsthat would become part of Scripture,
God saw toit that their writingsfit with therest
of Scripture, carefully intertwined according to
Hiswill and purpose.

Yes, the Bible contains history, genedlogies,
poetry, letters, prophecies and symbols, but they
weredl inspired by the sameinfdlible God, and
each sectionisapart of agreater whole, Chrigt

Although the original texts of the
Bible were inspired by God and are with-
out error, the same cannot be said for
later copies of the texts or translations
made from them. Translators are
human, and many have allowed their
own religious biases to influence their
work. Usually such mistranslations are
relatively minor, but in some cases they
are major blunders and promote erro-
neous teachings and doctrines.

One such blatant error, made by
translators of the King James Version,
is found in Acts 12:4, where the word
Easter is used. In the original Greek, this
word is pascha and refers to Passover,
not Easter. Passover is a biblical festival
mentioned in Exodus 12:11; Leviticus
23:5; Matthew 26:2, 17; and elsewhere
in the Scriptures. In the New Testament
pascha is used 18 times and is translated
correctly in the King James Bible as
“Passover,” except in Acts 12:4, where
the error was made. The New King
James Version, and virtually all other
translations, correct this mistake.

Another serious mistake in the King
James and New King James versions is
in 1 John 5:7-8. The latter part of verse
7 and first part of verse 8 did not appear
in the Greek texts for the first 1,000 years
after the Scriptures were completed.
Around the year 500 this portion
appeared in the Latin version known as
the Vulgate. Apparently the insertion
was an attempt to bolster the then-

Are There Mistakes in the King James Version?

controversial belief in the Trinity. The
words added are as follows: “in heaven:
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit;
and these three are one. And there are
three that bear witness on earth.”

None of the Greek manuscripts of the
New Testament up to the year 1300 con-
tain these words. “The textual evidence
is all against 1 John 5:7. Of all the Greek
manuscripts, there are only two which
contain it. These two manuscripts are of
very late dates, one from the fourteenth
or fifteenth century and the other from
the sixteenth century. Both clearly show
this verse to be translated from the
Latin” (Neil Lightfoot, How We Got the
Bible, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids,
1963, pp. 57-58).

Apparently monks who copied the
Greek New Testament text in the 14th or
15th century added this verse from the
Vulgate. Even the Catholic Jerusalem
Bible admits this verse is not authentic
and has left it out. Notes in the Jeru-
salem Bible explain that this was a mar-
ginal note in one of the copies of the
Vulgate that was added to the late
Greek manuscripts already mentioned.
The verse from 1 John 5 should read, as
hundreds of the oldest Greek texts and
most modern translations read: “For
there are three witnesses, the Spirit, the
water, and the blood; and these three
are in agreement” (New English Bible).
This refers to the witness of Jesus Christ
being the Son of God (verse 5).
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Himsdf said that “the Scripture cannot be broken”
(John 10:35). God does not contradict Himsalf.
Thisisoneof the main reasons, in spite of
countless attemptsto destroy it, that the Bibleis
still with us after many thousands of years. It will
survive aslong asmankindison earth, and it is
intended for our reading and understanding. As
Paul mentions: “For whatever things were written
before were written for our learning, thet we
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope” (Romans 15:4). Christ stated
that Hiswordsin the Bible would be preserved:
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
will by no means passaway” (Matthew 24:35).
The principle of theingpiration of the Bible

meansthat our beliefs must be brought in linewith
and conform to Scripture, which congstently con-
formsto itsown principles. God does not meke mis-
takes, He does not contradict Himself. We seeinthe
Biblean intricate interweaving of God'struthsand
therevelation of Hisplan from beginning to end.
The gpostle Peter said of theinspiration of the
Hebrew prophets. “ Of this salvation the prophets
haveinquired and searched carefully, who prophe-
sed of the gracethat would cometoyou. .. To
themit wasreveded that, not to themsalves, but
to usthey were ministering the thingswhich now
have been reported to you through those who have
preached the gospe to you by the Holy Spirit sent
from heaven—thingswhich angels desireto look

Seven Keys to Understanding the Scriptures

Many people are unaware of several basic
themes that, when understood, open our under-
standing of the Scriptures. Following are seven
themes vital to piecing together a more-com-
plete understanding of the Bible.

» The true gospel: Many people reduce the
gospel to a message about Jesus Christ. It is not
only about Christ, but about the coming King-
dom of God and how one can be a part of it.
This is a powerful message of God’s govern-
ment, first encompassing individuals who sur-
render to God and become part of His Church,
to be followed by all nations and peoples in the
world tomorrow.

The true gospel proclaims vital truths. It
prophetically reveals events and will continue to
do so until Christ returns. Be sure to request your
free copy of our booklet The Gospel of the King-
dom, which explains this in greater detail. Please
contact us at the address of your country or the
country nearest you at the end of this booklet.

e Salvation is creation: Salvation is the goal,
the culmination of God’s plan set in motion with
the creation of the first man and woman. The
creation was not finished with the events of
Genesis 1; those occurrences were just the first
physical phase of God’s creation process. God’s
creation will continue far into the future.

Man was created a physical, not a spiritual,
being. He is mortal, not immortal. He has the
opportunity to receive God’s Spirit so that he
can, by God’s power, develop spiritual character
and eventually be transformed into a perfect
spiritual creation. For more details, request your
free copies of the booklets What Is Your Des-
tiny? and The Road to Eternal Life.

e The Bible’s interpretation of symbols:
Many of the prophetic truths of the Bible have
been expressed by God through the use of
symbols. The book of Daniel, for instance, is
replete with various symbols—images and ani-

mals, some real, some fantastic, some
explained, some left unexplained. Some sym-
bols were used, not to make the meaning
clearer, but to hide the message until God
reveals their meaning at or near the time of
the end (Daniel 12:8-9).

For centuries men have tried to interpret
these symbols according to their own ideas, with
chaos and confusion being the primary result.
An important key to understanding biblical
prophecy is that these symbols must be plainly
interpreted in the Bible itself, in the immediate
context or elsewhere. Strictly human interpreta-
tions are of no value. We must seek out and rely
on God’s interpretation, not our own.

e God’s dual method: Throughout Scripture
we can see the principle of duality repeatedly
revealed. The physical creation in Genesis 1 leads
to the spiritual creation described in Revelation
21 and 22. The first Adam, of physical matter, of
the earth, prefigured the second Adam, Jesus
Christ, of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 15:47-49).

Duality also appears in Bible prophecy. Some-
times there may be a preliminary fulfillment, a
forerunner of a later or final fulfillment, usually
at the end time.

» God’s festivals: God gave seven annual
feasts as guideposts to remember His plan of
salvation. Each one pictures a step in this process
for individuals and, ultimately, for all humanity.

Passover pictures the death of Christ for our
sins and the opportunity God gives us upon
repentance to have our sins forgiven.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread shows that
repentant people are to live spiritually clean
lives after having sin’s penalty removed by the
sacrifice of Christ. As the Bride of Christ, Chris-
tians are to remove sin (symbolized by leaven)
and live a new life characterized by sincerity
and truth.

The Feast of Pentecost represents the receiv-
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into” (1 Peter 1:10-12). All Scriptureisunified,
clearly manifesting divineinspiration.

He explainsfurther, in 2 Peter 1:20-21, that “no
prophecy of Scriptureisof any private interpreta
tion, for prophecy never came by thewill of man,
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” God's Spirit isthe guiding force
behind the Scriptures.

Asearly as Peter’stime some were aready
twisting parts of the Old and New Testament
writingsto their awnfolly. “ Therefore, beloved,”
Peter warned, “. . . bediligent to be found by Him
in peace, without spot and blameless; and consider
that the longsuffering of our Lord issalvation—as
aso our beloved brother Paul, according to thewis-

dom givento him, haswritten to you, asasoin all
hisepisties, speaking in them of thesethings, in
which are some things hard to understand, which
untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, asthey do dso therest of the Scrip-
tures’ (2 Peter 3:14-16).

Asquoted earlier, Paul ingtructed fellow minis-
ter Timothy that “all Scriptureisgiven by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instructionin righ-
teousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work”

(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

At thet time, before the books of the New

Testament had been canonized or portions of it had

ing of God’s Spirit with which God’s people
become one Church and the Body of Christ. Also
known as the Feast of Firstfruits, it depicts the
first harvest of those who wiill receive salvation
according to God’s plan.

The Feast of Trumpets symbolizes the tri-
umphant return of Jesus Christ to establish the
Kingdom of God on earth. At the same time
Christians will be given eternal life in the first
resurrection.

The Day of Atonement represents God’s bind-
ing of Satan for 1,000 years after Christ’s return,
making possible the way for mankind’s reconcili-
ation with God.

The Feast of Tabernacles pictures the first
1,000 years of Christ’s reign on earth. With
Satan’s destructive, deceitful influence removed,
humanity can at last learn God’s ways and truth
and be restored to a right relationship with God.
During this time, many more will receive God’s
gift of salvation.

Finally, the Last Great Day depicts a time
after the Millennium when the dead who
were not brought back to life in the first resur-
rection and never had a chance to receive
God’s Spirit will be resurrected to live again.
They will be given an opportunity, over time,
to know God, understand His truths, repent
and receive His Spirit. It is their opportunity
to choose to become part of the Kingdom of
God, to receive salvation.

For greater understanding of the significance
of these God-ordained observances, request
your free copies of the booklets What Is Your
Destiny? and God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise
of Hope for All Mankind.

e The truth about Israel: Most people do
not know that the ancient nation of Israel was
divided into two separate territories after the
death of King Solomon. The kingdom of Israel,
comprised of 10 of the original 12 tribes of
Israel, was taken into captivity by the Assyrian
Empire and disappeared from the pages of his-

tory, becoming known as “the lost 10 tribes.”

The two tribes forming the kingdom of Judah
were also taken into captivity, but largely man-
aged to retain their identity. Some were reset-
tled in their homeland. Today their descendants,
the Jews, are spread throughout the world and
the modern state of Israel.

But what happened to the missing 10 tribes?
They still exist, although unaware of their bibli-
cal identity. Be sure to subscribe to and read The
Good News for evidence of who these people
are. Many prophecies will take on greater mean-
ing and significance when we understand this
vital key.

* God’s Sabbath: The fourth of the Ten
Commandments is sometimes called the test
commandment, and with good reason. This is
the commandment that those who are only
“professing” Christians will almost always refuse
to obey. Obeying this command often brings on
great tests of faith, requiring sincere reliance on
God. But it also supplies great blessings to those
who keep it. It is a vital key to understanding
God'’s Word, because “a good understanding
have all those who do His commandments”
(Psalm 111:10).

The Sabbath has enabled many Jews, descen-
dants of the kingdom of Judah, to retain their
identity. The “lost 10 tribes,”” on the other
hand, neglected and rejected God’s Sabbath,
which proved to be a major factor in the loss of
their true identity. To better understand this
important commandment, be sure to request
your free copy of the booklet Sunset to Sunset:
God’s Sabbath Rest.

This completes some of the keys to a better
understanding of God’s Word. Because tradi-
tional churches have lost so many of these
seven keys, it is no wonder they have frag-
mented into so many denominations, each
holding a different view of what the Bible says,
all the while failing to understand much of its
true message.
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even been written, the* Scripture” to which Paul
referred was the Hebrew Bible, what we com-
monly cdl the Old Testament. For several decades
in the early Church, thiswasthe only Bible extant.

Accepting only apart of the Scripturesasa
basisfor faith hasresulted in literally hundreds of
denominationswith contradictory beliefs. Yet, if
we do justice to what the Bible says, all Scripture
should be respected and believed, from Genesisto
Reveation. Jesustold usto live by every word of
God (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4).

We should rely on Scripture, and not man’sidess,
to explain God'struths.

It'sonething to view the Bibleasamere collec-
tion of gories. It'squite another to accept it asan
ingpired body of unifying and related indructions,
higory andillugrations. The Bibleisfull of exam-
plesof peoplelike uswhoselivesillugrate their
obedience or disobedienceto the principles of God.

Fourth key:
Consider
the Context

swith thegreat unifying principles, the Bible
Areved sanother key to unlocking the mean-
ing of the Scriptures: context. Kesping in
mind the context of the examplesand teachingsin
the Bible can help usavoid misunderstandings.

Infact, most misunderstandings of Scripture
come from taking verses out of their context.
Reading in context smply meansto carefully
consider the verses before and after the text being
studied. “Out of context” meanstrying to under-
stand the verses with little or no regard for the
surrounding subject matter. Studying the context
includes analyzing the verses within the frame-
work of the paragraph, chapter and book, andin
alarger sensethe entirety of the author’swritings
and the Bibleasawhole.

For example, weread in Genesis 3:4 that “you
will not surely die” From this verse people could
infer that man already possessesimmortality, that
the soul already has eterndl life. But such inter-
pretation would contradict other plain scriptures
(1 Timothy 6:14-16; Romans 2:7; 1 Corinthians
15:53). Yet the context of the paragraph explains
that it was Satan, in the guise of aserpent, who
told thislie, saying that man would not die. The
correct teaching was related by God afew verses
back: “ Of every tree of the garden you may fredly
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edt; but of thetree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not egt, for in the day that you est of
it you shall surely die’ (Genesis2:16-17).

We seethat it isnot enough to quote anisolated
scripture; we must keep inmind its setting. In this
casethe point isresolved by reviewing the entire
passage. We can avoid much confusion by apply-
ing thisimportant context principle.

Sometimes only by reading whole chapters can
we correctly understand the subject. For example,
some quote Mark 7:18-19 to show that mests
declared unfit for human consumption in Leviticus
11 and Deuteronomy 14 may now be eaten. Christ
asked: “Areyou thuswithout understanding also?
Do you not perceive that whatever entersaman
from the outside cannot defile him, becauseit does
not enter hisheart but his somach, and iselimi-
nated, thus purifying al foods?’

Yet the context of the chapter revedsthetrue
meaning: “ Then the Pharisees and scribes asked
Him, ‘Why do Your disciples not walk according
to thetradition of the elders, but eat bread with
unwashed hands? " (Mark 7:5).

The question was not whether particular foods
should be eaten, but the manner in which Hisdisci-
pleswere egting. The Phariseeswere criticizing
them for eating with unwashed hands. Chrigt
answered: “ For laying aside the commandment of
God, you hold the tradition of men—thewashing
of pitchersand cups, and many other such things
youdo” (Mark 7:8).

In Matthew 15 the same incident is men-
tioned, but in more detail: “ For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni-
cations, thefts, fal se witness, blasphemies[all
areviolations of the Ten Commandments and
thus sin]. These are the things which defile a
man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defileaman” (Matthew 15:19-20).

Teking Christ’sexhortation in context, we see
that al misunderstanding is cleared up. Jesuswas
not repealing God-given laws, He was stating that
minute amounts of dirt that might be present in
food will be diminated through the body’s diges-
tive process.

At other timesit isnecessary to consider the
context of the book itsdlf. A primeexampleis
Paul’s use of theword law in Romans. Sometimes
he used the term negatively to mean thelegdigtic
concept of law asameansto earn savetion, which
he rgected. “What shall we say then? That Gen-
tiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of
faith; but Isradl, pursuing the law of righteousness,
has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why?
Becausethey did not seek it by faith, but asit were,
by theworks of thelaw” (Romans 9:30-32).

Yet in other places Paul used lawin apostive
way: “Thereforethelaw isholy, and the command-
ment holy and just and good. Has then what isgood



become desth to me? Certainly not!” (Romans7:12-
13). Herewe seein the same book theword used in
anentirdly different way in adifferent context. Itisa
migtake to generdlize on what the word meanswhen
taken out of its proper context. Theuse of thiskey in
firgt viewing the context throughout the Scriptures
will help avoid many wrong interpretations.

Fifth key:
Consider All
the Scriptures
on the Subject

nother vital key to understanding Scripture
istaking thetimeto look up the related

verses on asubject before comingto a

conclusion. The apostle Paul set an admirable
examplein thisregard when he taught certain
truths about Jesus by referring to many passages
in the Bible of his day, the Hebrew Scriptures.

“So when they had appointed him aday, many
cameto himat hislodging, to whom he explained
and solemnly tegtified of the kingdom of God, per-
suading them concerning Jesus from both the Law
of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till
evening” (Acts28:23). To prove hispoint, Paul
carefully expounded the scripturesthat dedlt with
Chrigt astheMessiah.

To properly understand asubject, all related
scriptures must be taken into account. Thisisthe
principle of “comparing spiritua things with spir-
itual” (1 Corinthians 2:13). The spiritual nature of
the Bibleisdescribed in Ephesians 6:17 as“the
sword of the Spirit, which istheword of God.”
Various verses on the same subject can clarify
biblical doctrines.

Many times, when one verse appearsto contra-
dict another, it isredly only complementing the
other, with each versetelling part of the story. For
ingtance, in Luke 14:26 Jesus Sates, “If anyone
comesto Meand does not hate hisfather and
mother, wife and children, brothersand sSgters, yes,
and hisown lifeaso, he cannot be My disciple”

A good example of how to compare
texts that complement rather than contra-
dict each other is found in the words that
Pilate, the Roman governor, wrote and
placed on the stake of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Matthew 27:37 reads, “THIS IS JESUS
THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

Mark 15:26 says, “THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

Luke 23:38 reads, “THIS IS THE KING OF
THE JEWS.”

John 19:19 states, ““JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

At first glance it might appear none
of the authors copied the words on the
sign properly. But, when we read each
account, we find every one adds a bit
more information to the rest. From John
we find that Pilate did the writing. From
Luke we have additional information as
to why these words are different: The
inscription was originally written in
three languages, Greek, Latin and
Hebrew (Luke 23:38). So the variations
of the wording logically would have to
do with the three languages used as
well as the different point of view of
each biographer, stressing slightly differ-

Comparing Texts: What Was Written on the Cross?

ent aspects of Christ’s life and ministry.

Adding up the wording of the differ-
ent accounts, we see that the complete
message recorded by the signs was
“This is Jesus of Nazareth, the king of
the Jews.”

None of the Gospel accounts contra-
dicts the others; they complement each
other to provide increased understand-
ing. A helpful tool for studying Christ’s
life and ministry is A.T. Robertson’s A Har-
mony of the Gospels, which provides all
four Gospel accounts side by side in
chronological order.

Careful use of and comparisons
between commentaries and other Bible
helps can usually resolve such difficulties
with a little research.

In addition, should you have questions
about the Bible or information published
by the United Church of God, please feel
free to write to us. Some of your queries
may be answered by booklets such as
those mentioned in this booklet or other
literature. We also have personal corre-
spondents who would be glad to help you
as well. Our editorial staff is always happy
to serve our readers.

September/October 1997 E11



Thisreferenceto hating ong'sfamily might
sound strange coming from Jesus, who said on
another occasion: “ You have heard thet it was said,
“You shdl love your neighbor and hate your
enemy. But | say toyou, loveyour enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully useyou and
persecute you” (Metthew 5:43-44).

Jesus plainly taught we should not hate
anyone. How, then, can these two scriptures
be explained?

We reconcile them by examining another
discussion of the same subject. In Matthew
10:37 weread: “He who loves father or mother
more than Meis not worthy of Me. And hewho
loves son or daughter more than Meis not wor-
thy of Me” Herewefind that it is not “ hating”
that Christ meant, but “loving less” Assome
scholars point out, Jesus did use the word mean-
ing “hate,” but this was apparently afigure of
speech properly understood by His audience as
meaning “loving less,” as Matthew made clear
in his account.

When we compare both passages, the contradic-
tion disgppears. We see that we can eesily take one
Satement out of context and come up with an erro-
neousinterpretation of it.

By using thisfifth key—carefully compiling the
rel ated passages before determining whet is meant
on aparticular subject—we can avoid confusion
and error. The Bible does not contradict itsdlf; its
writers complement each other.

Sixth key:

Use Bible
Helps Properly

we understand all aspects of Scripture

from the Bible alone? Certainly agood

grasp of the Bibleis possible through
applying the keys discussed earlier. However, our
understanding can be enhanced by taking advan-
tage of the work of scholarswho have studied
culture, language, history and archaeology asthey
relateto biblical eventsand characters.

We live 2,000 to 3,500 years removed from the
time the Scriptureswere originaly written. The
Bible'sauthorswrote in the languages and set-
tings of their times. Culture and language were
different from today’s culture and language.
Sincethe original languages of Scripture
(Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic) are so different
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from our modern languages, Bible helps are use-
ful to enable us better to grasp the Scriptures as
they were written and understood.

Paul told Timothy, “Be diligent to present
yoursdlf approved to God as aworkman who
does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately
theword of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15, New Ameri-
can Standard Bible). As a craftsman makes use of
atool kit, we can use proper toolsto help us better
understand the Bible.

Besides often quoting from the Hebrew
Scriptures, on occasion the apostles quoted other
sourcesto drivetheir points home. For instance,
Paul used aquote from a Sicilian poet, Aratus,
to convey to the Athenian philosophersaprinciple
about God (Acts 17:28). Likewise, the apostle
Jude quoted from awork called the Book of
Enoch (Jude 14). Besidesthe Scriptures them-
selves, these men sometimes quoted other sources
to help the brethren in their understanding of the
Word of God.

What are some of the biblical toolsat our dis-
posd?Hereare afew.

« Other Bibleversions: The most helpful
tool for Bible study is, not surprisingly, a
Bible—or, more properly, several Bible ver-
sions, among which you can compare wording.
People will often seek to find the trandation
that ismost accurate, most literal or easiest
to read. However, no single trandation fitsall
these requirements.

More than 60 English versions of the Bible are
available. We can divide them into three broad
types: word-for-word, meaning-by-meaning and
paraphrased. Most Bibles explain, on their intro-
ductory pages, which approach was used in
preparing that particular version.

Theword-for-word versions most accurately
follow the Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts.
Generally speaking, the King JamesVersion
and its modern counterpart, the New King
JamesVersion, are word-for-word trand ations.
They arereadily found in most bookstores.

How trustworthy isthe King James or the New
King James Bible we have available? Other man-
uscripts discovered since the King JamesVersion
wastrandated show it to be extremely rdliable.
For instance, when the King JamesVersionis
compared with what was found in the Dead Sea
Scrolls, “the King James Bible is 98.33 percent
pure’ (Norman Geider and William Nix, A Gen-
eral Introduction to the Bible, Moody Press,
Chicago, 1974, p. 263).

In the New Testament the sheer bulk of thou-
sands of copies (4,500 Greek manuscripts)
means that many minor variations among the
manuscriptswill be found. The King James
Version, for example, is based on the mgjority of
the authoritative Greek texts.

About 98 percent of the known Greek manu-



scripts agree with the basic text of the King James
Bible. Even the variaionsthat do exist rarely
affect the basic meaning in the remaining 2 per-
cent of those manuscripts. The preservation and
transmission of the text of Scripture have been
done remarkably well.

The Old Testament books are equdly trustwor-
thy. Although afew textua errorsare to be found
in some of the manuscripts used in trandating the
King James Bible, comparisonswith other Bible
versions can easily clarify most problems.

Asan expert on textual criticism remarked,

“If any book from ancient times has descended

to uswithout substantial loss or dteration, it isthe
Bible. The Bibleisthe best-attested book from
the ancient world! This has prompted Sir Frederic
Kenyon to say: ‘ The number of manuscripts of
the New Testament, of early trandationsfromiit,
and of quotationsfromiit in the oldest writers of
the Church, isso largethat it is practicaly certain
that the true reading of every doubtful passageis
preserved in some one or other of these ancient
authorities. This can be said of no other ancient
book intheworld' ” (Neil H. Lightfoot, How We
Got the Bible, 1963, p. 120).

The accuracy of aversion isobvioudly of
utmost importance. Although the King James
Version contains mistakes (see “Are There Mis-
takesin the King JamesVersion?’), to establish
sound doctrinesthe first choice of versions
should be amore-literal edition such asthe
New King JamesVersion or New American
Standard Bible.

What about the meaning-to-meaning versions?
They, too, can be valuable, as secondary sources,
to put the Scripturesinto more-understandable
wording. For instance, the New King James
Version of Romans 8:5-8 reads:

“For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit, the things of
the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded islife and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God;
for itisnot subject to the law of God, nor indeed
can be. So then, those who are in the flesh can-
not please God.”

The New International Version, ameaning-to-
meaning trandation, has: “ Those who live accord-
ing to the sinful nature have their minds set on
what that nature desires; but thosewho livein
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on
what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful manis
desth, but the mind controlled by the Spiritislife
and peace; the sinful mind ishostileto God. It
does not submit to God'slaw, nor canit do so.
Those contralled by the sinful nature cannot
please God.”

Thelatter explains Paul’s point more clearly
for most readers, although the former isamore-

direct trandation of the origina language. So,
when thetext isnot clear, many timesamodern
meaning-to-meaning trandation can help. The
Revised English Bible, Good News Bible and
Jerusalem Bible are other popular meaning-to-
meaning trandations.

Paraphrased Bibles, such asThe Living Bible,
can be useful. The Living Bible can be described
asaninterpretive trandation. Itsgoal isto make
the Bible easily understandable. Caution is nec-
essary in working with thistext, however,
because the authors exercised poetic license

to transform some basic terms according to their
own religiousidess.

Paraphrased versions can be consulted to better
grasp the story flow but should not be used to
establish doctrine. They should be considered
poor sourcesfor accurately determining the
meaning of any text.

Which version of the Bible should you buy?
The King JamesVersion, although both accurate
and popular, isincreasingly difficult to under-
stand simply because the English language has
evolved considerably over the nearly 400 years
sinceits publication. The meanings of some of its
words have changed over time. Many readers
find the archaic language distracting and difficult
to follow. Literature published by the United
Church of God most often uses the New King
James Version, which, while retaining much of
the beauty of the original King Jameswording, is
more readable and is il usualy faithful to the
original text.

Modern trandationslike those mentioned
above are helpful for comparing and clarifying
the meaning. Many peoplefind apardlel Bible,
which containstwo or more versions side by side
on the same pages, to be helpful.

Regardless of the Bible version you choosg, it
should be considered an investment in which
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alittle more expense up front will pay off inthe
long run. Consider buying aversion with wide
marginsthat will allow you to add notes from
your personal study over the coming years.
Although more expensive, a higher-quality
leather-bound Bible will last years|onger than
ahardbound or paperback volume and should
become alifelong companion.

* A concordance: Inimportance, certainly the
first basic Bible help isaconcordance. A concor-
danceissimply acompilation of many or dl of
the verses pertaining to aspecificword asitis
used throughout the Bible. Each word appears
in aphabetical order, starting whereit isfirst
used, followed by many or al of the verseswith
that word iniit, until itslast usein the Bible.

By looking for aparticular word, you can
quickly locate nearly any versein the Bible.
Becauseit lists every use of agiven word, acom-
plete or exhaugtive concordance is extremely
helpful for compiling, examining and comparing
all the scriptures on agiven topic, enabling you to
gain an overal view of nearly any subject.

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, Young's Ana-
Iytical Concordance and Cruden’'s Complete
Concordance. Cruden'sis smdller, less expensive
and easier to use. Srong'sand Young's are mas-
sive books, but give brief explanations of the
original Hebrew and Greek words and so are
suitable for more-detailed study. Although most
concordances are compiled from the King James
Version of the Bible, others based on other ver-
sonsareavailable.

Similar tools are topica Bibles, which are
indexed to subjectsrather than individua words,
and expository dictionaries, which offer much
more detailed analysis of the original Hebrew
and Greekswords used in the Bible.

* A Bibleencyclopedia or dictionary: Next
inimportanceisaBible encyclopediaor dictio-
nary. Thiskind of reference explains agiven
subject or what aword meant in Bible times.

Be prepared for an enormous variety, from sim-
ple one-volume editionsto four-, five- and 10-

volume works. For agtart, a current one-volume
dictionary or short encyclopediawritten by con-
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The three most popular concordances are

servative authors should provide good, basic

Computer Bible Helps

We now have available a suitable substi-
tute for cumbersome and expensive books
about the Bible: Bibles and Bible helps on
computer diskettes and CD-ROMs (com-
pact discs for computers). If you have
access to a personal computer equipped
with a CD-ROM drive, you can make use of
Bible helps that would normally cost thou-
sands of dollars for only $75 to $500. Some
are available free or at minimal cost
through online computer services.

Biblical Archaeological Review periodi-
cally summarizes Bible-study software:

“The number of Bible software pro-
grams on the market has multiplied in
the past couple years as computer users
realize that their Macintosh or PC is the
route to cheap and efficient Bible study.

“For serious students of the Bible,
computer-aided text retrieval and word
processing alone can justify the pur-
chase of a computer. Remember, one
$300 Bible product on CD-ROM (a com-
pact disc for computers) can contain
enough texts and reference materials to
fill more than 30,000 pages, weigh hun-
dreds of pounds if hardbound and cost
thousands of dollars. With blinding
speed, a Bible study program can search
its component texts (Bible translations,

original-language editions, dictionaries,
commentaries and the like) and pull up
every instance of every word or refer-
ence you seek” (November-December
1996, p. 58).

For example, Bible Explorer is a pro-
gram on CD-ROM in Microsoft Windows
format available in five editions starting
at $39.95. Its deluxe edition contains
multiple Bible versions, Strong’s Exhaus-
tive Concordance, two Bible dictionar-
ies, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of the
Old Testament and New Testament,
Nave’s Topical Bible, Matthew Henry’s
Commentary, Bible maps, Thompson’s
Chain Reference, five classic Bible helps
and A Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge.
More information can be obtained from
Epiphany Software, (800) 280-7437.

Logos is a CD-ROM for Windows with
an extensive collection of reference
books. Its cost depends on the number
of books included on the CD-ROM. More
information can be obtained from Logos
Research Systems, Inc., (800) 875-6467.

Macintosh users can buy Online Bible,
with a similar number of Bible helps and
more than a dozen English-language
Bible versions, for less than $100. More
information can be obtained from Ken
Hamel at (908) 741-4298.

The Bible and many helps are also
available on the Internet.
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meanings for biblical words and subjects. New
Bible Dictionary and Unger’s Bible Dictionary
are such works.

Be aware, however, that many such works
exhibit the author’s bias when discussing theo-
logical issues, thusthey are often not areliable
guidein doctrinal matters. Conservative authors
tend to be more accurate because they tend to
believe the Bibleisdivingly inspired and thus
trust what it says. Some other authorstreat the
Bible only asacombination of historica and
mythologicad ethnic literature.

* A Biblecommentary: A commentary is
another potentially valuable Bible help. Itisjust
what the nameimplies: The writer comments
on the verses covered in that particular volume.
The contentsvary grestly, from one-volumeto
multiple-volume works, some by one author and
some by several. Kegp in mind the backgrounds
and biases of the authors. They can range from
consarvative scholarswho believein theinspira
tion of the Bible to theologians who regard much
of Scripture as uninspired and just literature.
Naturally, their commentsvary considerably from
those of the conservative authors and frequently
contradict them.

Therefore, biblical doctrine should not be
established by what these authorswrite in these
Bible helps. Only by “comparing spiritual things
with spiritual” (1 Corinthians 2:13) can true doc-
trine be established. We should never put men's
writings on the same level as Scripture. Bible
helpsarejust that: limited resourcesto help us
understand the ancient setting of the Scriptures
through geography, language, culture and history.

Many Bible versonsand helps, like those
listed above, are available as computer software
in both floppy-diskette and CD-ROM (compact
disc—+read-only memory) formats. They usualy
include ahost of additional Bible helps. Some
CD-ROMsinclude several versonsof the Bible,
dictionaries, concordances, atlases and commen-
taries—virtually entire Bible reference libraries—
at pricesonly asmall fraction of what you would
pay for the printed versions. These generdly offer
more-thorough and quicker study and searching
abilitiesthan are possible with traditionally
printed materials.

Such software Bible helpsareto befound in
Bible bookstores or can be ordered through reli-
giousmagazines. They save quite ahit of money
and spaceif you have the necessary computer hard-
ware availableto you. For severa years Biblical
Archaeology Review has run an annud review and
comparison of such Bible-study software programs,
including full ligts of features, content and pricing.
These comparisons are an excdlent resourceif you
are conddering such apurchase.

Thistakes usto thelast key to understanding
the Scriptures.

Seventh key:

We Need the
Guidance of
Gods Church

[l thebiblical keysand helpsintheworld are
no subgtitute for the guidance of qudified

teachersin our quest for Bibletruths.
A faithful servant of God can help ustremendoudy
to properly understand the Scriptures. AsPaul asks:
“And how shdll they hear without aprescher?And
how shdl they preach unlessthey are sent?Asit is
written: ‘How beautiful arethefeet of thosewho
preach the gospd of peace, who bring glad tidings
of good things? " (Romans 10:14-15).

Chrig digtinctly said Hewould build His
Church, “and the gates of Hades[the grave,
or degth] shall not prevail againg it” (Matthew
16:18). Heinstructed His disciples. “ Go therefore
and make disciples[students] of al the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching themto
observedl thingsthat | have commanded you; and
lo, I amwith you aways, even to theend of the
age’ (Matthew 28:19-20).

What is the Church? The Bible describesit
not asabuilding or physical organization, but
as peopleled by God's Spirit. Fellowship with
these people can help uslearn these spiritual
truths spoken of by Jesus Chrigt.

God tellsusto “test dl things, hold fast what is
good” (1 Thessalonians5:21). We have apart to
do, but He has provided His Church, whichis“the
pillar and ground of thetruth” (1 Timothy 3:15).
He has provided faithful teachersin His Church
to teach God'sWord without distorting it. Paul
ingructed Titus. “For thisreason | eft youin Crete,
that you should set in order the thingsthat are lack-
ing, and appoint eldersin every city asl com-
manded you . . . For abishop must be blameless, as
ageward of God. . ., holding fast the faithful word
as he has been taught, that he may be ble, by
sound doctrine both to exhort and convict those
who contradict” (Titus 1:5-9).

Chrigt predicted that decelverswould use His
nameand claim to represent Him: “Beware of false
prophets, who cometo you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenouswolves. You will know
them by their fruits. . . Many will say to Mein that
day, ‘' Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in'Your
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name, cast out demonsinYour name, and done
many wondersinYour name? And then | will
declareto them, ‘| never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew
7:15-16, 22-23).

A minister must faithfully teach and obey
God'slaws. As Scripture Sates: “To thelaw and
to the testimony! If they do not speak according

to thisword, it isbecause thereisno light in
them” (Isaiah 8:20).

Therefore, once equipped with the keys God has
provided usinthe Bible, we need to search the
Scripturesto see how they describe God's Church
and Hisminigters. What are some of the character-
isticsof His people? Here are some, but by no
meansal, of thewaysthe Bible describesthem.

* Obedient to God'slaws: The people com-
prising God's Church are described collectively as
the obedient bride of Chrigt. “*Let usbe glad and
regjoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the

Lamb has come, and Hiswife[the Church] has
made hersdlf ready. And to her it wasgranted to be
arrayed infinelinen, clean and bright, for thefine
linenistherighteousacts of thesaints’ (Revelation
19:7-8). The“saints” the people of God, arefur-
ther pictured as* those who keep the command-
ments of God and thefaith of Jesus’ (Revelation
14:12). Thosein God's Church will befaithfully
keeping God'slawvsand yet rely on “thefaith of
Jesus’ for their salvation.

* A small flock: God's Church, as described
in Scripture, is not alarge and popular organiza-
tion or denomination. Christ said of those com-
prising His Church, “ Do not fear, little flock, for
itisyour Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom” (Luke 12:32). They are also described
asfollowing anarrow and difficult way of life
that few arewilling to follow in this present evil
age (Matthew 7:13-14).

The apostie Jameswarned hisreadersthrough-
out the ages not to succumb to theworld' svalues
whenitsvaues are not in harmony with God's
commandments. “Adulterers and adulteresses!

Do you not know thet friendship with theworld is
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wantsto be
afriend of theworld makes himsaf an enemy of
God” (James4:4).

Asaconsequence of not following theways
of thisworld—whichisin redlity Satan’sworld
(2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 5:19)—the Church will
ultimately be forced to flee from the persecutions
of othersbefore the return of Jesus Christ (Reve-
lation 12:13-17).

These descriptions should help us understand
how to seek and find members of God's Church.
May God help you in your quest to understand the
Scriptures and, through the keys He has given, find
Hisfaithful and obedient followers.
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