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The Question of the A g e s

gre at Cre ator God, no part of God’s physical cre ation even begins 
to compare with His purpose for human beings. Not even the ange l i c
c re ation can compare.

U n d e rstanding that only God can reveal His purpose for cre at i n g
u s , D avid continued his re flection on the destiny of man: “ For Yo u
h ave made him a little lower than the ange l s , and You have crow n e d
him with glory and honor. You have made him to have d o m i n i o n ove r
the wo rks of Your hands; You have put all things under his fe e t , a l l
s h e ep and oxe n — even the beasts of the fie l d, the birds of the air, a n d
the fish of the sea that pass through the paths of the seas” ( ve rses 5-8,
emphasis added thro u g h o u t ) .

G o d ’s supreme cre a t i o n

D avid re a l i zed that humans are potentially God’s supreme cre at i o n .
He pointed out that God has alre a dy granted humans the capacity to
m a n age a good part of His cre ation—planet earth and its wo n d e rs .
D avid concluded that God’s purpose for cre ating humankind, for mak-
ing us unique among His cre at u re s , must be of ove rriding import a n c e
in His master plan.

Notice how God Himself explains His purpose for cre at i n g
m a n k i n d : “ Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, a c c o rd-
ing to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over the cat t l e, over all the earth and
over eve ry cre eping thing that cre eps on the eart h ” (Genesis 1:26).

In all of God’s physical cre at i o n , He made o n ly man in the image
and likeness of Himself. He gave only man dominion or rule over 
the cre ation. Mankind is unique within the cre ation of God.

Do you grasp wh at God has in store for those who develop a pro p e r
re l ationship with Him? As the apostle Paul put it: “ E ye has not seen,
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things wh i ch
God has prep a red for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). Th e
S c ri p t u res reveal that our destiny can exceed anything we could imag-
ine in our wildest dreams. Isn’t it time we let God ex p l a i n — f rom His
Wo rd — wh at He has in mind for us?

A prophetic passage gives us our first clue to our fantastic future.
Speaking of the re s u rrection of the dead, it tells us that a time is 
coming when “ m a ny of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
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The Question 
of the A ge s
Wh at is your destiny? Why do you exist? Is there a re a s o n , a 
p u rp o s e, for human life? These questions have baffled the gre at e s t
t h i n ke rs and philosophers down through the age s .

We ponder the meaning of life. A child nat u ra l ly wo n d e rs , “ Wh e re
did I come fro m ? ” As adults we ask, e s p e c i a l ly in our twilight ye a rs :
“Is this physical life all there is? Does my life have a purp o s e ? ”

Think about your own ex i s t e n c e. Can you see a purpose for yo u r
own life with its ups and dow n s , its mixture of joys and sorrows? 
Do you perc e ive lasting value in its toil, ch a l l e n ges and uncert a i n t i e s ?

L i f e ’s greatest question
Why we re you born? Th at ’s the question of the age s .
Th ree thousand ye a rs ago King David considered the ap p a re n t

i n s i g n i ficance of human beings when compared to the vastness of the
night sky. As a shep h e rd he had spent many nights outdoors gazing 
at the star- s t u dded skies. He re c o rded some of his thoughts in Psalm
8 : 3 - 4 : “ When I consider Your heave n s , the wo rk of Your fin ge rs , t h e
moon and the stars , wh i ch You have ord a i n e d, wh at is man that Yo u
a re mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?”

D avid wo n d e red why, in the mag n i ficent and vast unive rs e, God 
is so concerned with human beings and their future.

D avid re a l i zed that , within the larger scope of the vast heave n s , we
can appear to be insignificant. Yet he perc e ived that , in the plan of the
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The Question of the A g e s

and honor and immort a l i t y ” (Romans 2:7). Th ey do not alre a dy 
possess immort a l i t y. But they do understand that , by sacri ficing His
l i fe for ours , Jesus Christ “has abolished death and brought life and
i m m o rtality to light through the go s p e l ” (2 Ti m o t hy 1:10). Immort a l i t y
is ava i l able only through mankind’s Sav i o r, Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).

M a n ’s mort a l i t y
Wh at , t h e n , is man?
Man is mortal! Human life is tempora ry! We are physical beings

who can die; we can cease to exist. Our life does not reside in some
s u p p o s e d ly immortal soul. No such teaching can be found in the
S c ri p t u res. When we die, our consciousness ceases (Psalm 6:5;
E c clesiastes 9:5, 10); it doesn’t continue in some other fo rm. Our only
hope for eternal life lies in the gracious mercy of God. “ For the wage s
of sin is death [not immortal life in some other fo rm or place], but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord ” (Romans 6:23).

E t e rnal life is the gi f t God has in store for those who turn from 
the way of sin and begin obeying Him from the heart. He “ d e s i res 
all men to be saved and to come to the know l e d ge of the tru t h ”
(1 Ti m o t hy 2:4). He is “not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to rep e n t a n c e ” (2 Peter 3:9). God desires to give us the
p recious gift of life fo reve rm o re. He will do eve rything He can to
e n s u re that we re c e ive the eternal destiny He has planned for us.
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awa ke, some to eve rlasting life, and some to shame and eve rl a s t i n g
c o n t e m p t .” It add s : “ Those who are wise shall shine like the bri g h t n e s s
of the sky, and those who lead many to ri g h t e o u s n e s s , l i ke the stars
fo rever and eve r ” (Daniel 12:2-3, N ew Revised Standard Ve rs i o n ) .

This is the amazing future God has planned for us: to live etern a l ly
while shining like brilliant stars !

What man is

B e fo re we can comprehend man’s eternal destiny, h oweve r, we
need to cl e a rly understand wh at man is now. We are physical beings
composed of the chemical substances of earth. Th at is how God cre at-
ed us. “And the LO R D God fo rmed man of the dust of the gro u n d, a n d
b re athed into his nostrils the bre ath of life; and man became a liv i n g
b e i n g ” (Genesis 2:7).

But almost all ancient re l i gions taught the error that man is more
than just a physical being. Th ey taught that man has a dual composi-
t i o n , t h at a human being is both a physical body and an immortal soul.

E ven today most people believe that after our physical body dies
our supposedly immortal “ s o u l ” will continue as a living and con-
scious entity ap a rt from the body.

This idea that we have a soul that is immortal is never taught in 
the Holy Scri p t u res. It came to us from the superstitions of ancient
re l i gi o n s — p o s s i bly as far back as Eden, when Satan convinced Eve
she would not die if she disobeyed God (Genesis 3:2-4). On the con-
t ra ry, the Bible cl e a rly tells us that our “ s o u l ” is mortal rather than
i m m o rtal because it is subject to death (Ezekiel 18:4, 20). (For a thor-
ough ex p l a n ation of wh at re a l ly occurs at deat h , and the many mis-
c o n c eptions associated with it, be sure to write for our booklet Wh at
H appens After Deat h ?)

The Bible makes it plain that immortality is not something we
a l re a dy possess. Paul cl e a rly tells us that God alone has immort a l i t y
(1 Ti m o t hy 6:13-16). He explains that we are “ c o rru p t i bl e ” and 
“ m o rt a l ” and “this mortal must put on immort a l i t y ” by being ch a n ge d
f rom corru p t i ble to incorru p t i ble when Jesus Christ re t u rns at the last
t rumpet (1 Corinthians 15:51-53; compare 1 Thessalonians 4:16;
R eve l ation 11:15).

At this present time God’s servants are those who “seek for glory
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M a n ’s Destiny Planned Before Time Began

of the know l e d ge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-6).
By their actions, Adam and Eve rejected the way of living God had

commanded (Genesis 3:6). Rather than re lying on God to show them
the right way to live, t h ey chose to re ly on themselves. Th ey set out
on a course that is a m i x t u re of good and ev i l .

By their decision, t h ey brought on themselves the penalty of sin,
wh i ch is death (Romans 6:23). Since their time all of humanity has
fo l l owed their example and become corrupted by sin (Romans 5:12).
A l l h ave fallen short of God’s revealed way of life (Romans 3:23).
Humanity to this day continues in that way, wh i ch leads to deat h
( ve rses 9-12).

For that reason God’s plan includes a Sav i o r, the Messiah—“the
[ s a c ri ficial] Lamb slain from the fo u n d ation of the wo rl d ” ( R eve l at i o n
13:8). Th rough Jesus Chri s t ’s sacri fic e, human beings can reconcile to
G o d, and God’s fo rgiveness of their sin will re m ove the death penalty
(Colossians 1:20-22). With fo rgive n e s s , G o d ’s gift of eternal life
becomes ava i l able (Romans 6:23; 8:11). The destiny of man takes 
on meaning because of eternal life. (Read how human beings can 
be reconciled to God in our free booklet The Road to Eternal Life.)

The awesome purpose of life

As we have alre a dy seen, all human beings descended from A d a m
and Eve. We are their extended fa m i ly. Because of his pare n t age,
Adam was litera l ly a son of God (Luke 3:38). Th e re fo re, since we 
a re descended from A d a m , we are also ch i l d ren of God. God is our
Father because He fat h e red our first human fat h e r. As Acts 17:29 tells
u s , “ we are the off s p ring of God.”

But God’s purpose goes far beyond the cre ation of mort a l , p e ri s h-
able human beings. He is in the process of fashioning and fo rming a
“ n ew cre at i o n ” (2 Corinthians 5:17), fat h e ring His own spiritual ch i l-
d re n — i m m o rtal and incorru p t i ble ch i l d ren who will enjoy His ve ry
n at u re and ch a ra c t e r.

Paul describes this new cre ation by contrasting the “old self,
wh i ch is being corrupted by its deceitful desire s ,” with the “ n ew self,
c re ated to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” ( E p h e s i a n s
4 : 2 2 - 2 4 , N ew Intern ational Ve rs i o n ) .

Paul is describing a mu ch-needed spiritual tra n s fo rm ation in
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M a n ’s Destiny
Planned Befo re 
Time Bega n
The apostle Paul tells us that God made plans for our marve l o u s
f u t u re even befo re He cre ated our first pare n t s , Adam and Eve. He
planned our destiny “ a c c o rding to His own purpose and grace wh i ch
was given to us in Christ Jesus b e fo re time bega n ” (2 Ti m o t hy 1:9).

Our eternal future was a part of God’s gre at plan and purp o s e
b e fo re He cre ated the unive rs e — b e fo re He made the heave n ly bodies
by wh i ch we measure time. Even then, God had determined that only
a perfect Redeemer could bring His master plan to completion. Both
our future and the role of Jesus Christ in our destiny we re planned by
God befo re time bega n .

Th e n , at the cre ation of Adam and Eve, God gave humans a ch o i c e
of two ways of life. He cl e a rly instructed Adam and Eve to part a ke 
of the tree of life. As their Cre at o r, God expected them to develop a
close personal re l ationship with Him. The tree of life in the Garden 
of Eden symbolized an obedient re l ationship leading to eternal life
(Genesis 2:9; 3:22).

H oweve r, God gave Adam and Eve another option—one that could
lead to disaster! Instead of choosing life through obedience to God,
t h ey could select a life of deciding for themselve s wh at is right and
w ro n g. Another tree in the ga rden symbolized this ch o i c e : the tree 
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M a n ’s Destiny Planned Before Time Began

C reated in the likeness of God
From the beginning this purpose has been cl e a rly stated by God.

“ Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, a c c o rding to Our
l i keness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
b i rds of the air, and over the cat t l e, over all the earth and over eve ry
c re eping thing that cre eps on the eart h .’So God cre ated man in His
own image; . . . male and female He cre ated them” (Genesis 1:26-27).

Men and women are cre ated in God’s image and like n e s s , to be
l i ke God. The Bible often speaks of physical ch i l d ren as “ s o n s ”
because that was the custom at the time the Bible was written. Th at
custom has continued in many language s , i n cluding English, over 
the centuries. In the Heb rew and Greek language s , in wh i ch the Bibl e
was ori gi n a l ly wri t t e n , “ s o n s ” was used to re fer to “ d e s c e n d a n t s .”
When used in this sense, the Heb rew and Greek wo rds for “ s o n s ”
re fer to male and female descendants alike. We use the wo rd s
mankind and b re t h ren in a similar sense to include both sexe s .

God makes it clear that His fa m i ly includes people who are now
p hysical men and wo m e n , both sons and daughters. “ For you are all
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as we re
b ap t i zed into Christ have put on Christ. Th e re is neither Jew nor
G re e k , t h e re is neither slave nor fre e, t h e re is neither male nor fe m a l e ;
for you are all one in Christ Je s u s ” ( G a l atians 3:26-28).

God also tells us, “I will be a Father to yo u , and you shall be My
sons and daughters , s ays the LO R D A l m i g h t y ” (2 Corinthians 6:18).
Men and women are God’s ch i l d re n .

N ow to the point of Genesis 1:26-27, wh i ch tells us we are made
in God’s image and likeness. How completely can we be like God
when all is said and done?

We will be like Jesus Christ
G o d ’s purpose is to make us fully like Jesus Christ! In Ephesians 4

Paul makes this cl e a r. He explains that members of God’s Church are
to “come . . . to the measure of the stat u re of the fullness of Chri s t ”
( ve rse 13). Pa u l ’s comment in Galatians 4:19, “My little ch i l d re n , fo r
whom I labor in birth again until Christ is fo rmed in yo u ,” ex p re s s e s
the same concept in diffe rent wo rd s .

Do you grasp the significance of wh at Paul is saying? We can
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humans. It first invo l ves a ch a n ge in a pers o n ’s nat u re and ch a ra c t e r.
This is fo l l owed by the re s u rrection—a litera l , total ch a n ge into a
s p i ritual being with eternal life.

God is accomplishing this tra n s fo rm ation through the power of
the Holy Spirit. A biblical term for this spiritual tra n s fo rm ation is
s a l vat i o n . Paul describes those who will re c e ive salvation as the
ch i l d ren of God: “ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spiri t ,
t h at we are the ch i l d ren of God:And if ch i l d re n , then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-h e i rs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
t h at we may be also glori fied toge t h e r ” (Romans 8:15-17, K i n g
James Ve rs i o n ) .

Can we grasp the significance of Pa u l ’s inspired statement? It
explains why we are here, the ve ry reason for our ex i s t e n c e, why we
we re born. It gives meaning to life itself. It explains why God wa n t s
all people to come to the know l e d ge of the truth. God, the Scri p t u re s
tell us, is cre ating a fa m i ly—His own fa m i ly. We have the pri c e l e s s
o p p o rtunity to be a part of that fa m i ly, the fa m i ly of God!

Th at fa m i ly re l ationship—our becoming ch i l d ren of God the
Father—is the heart and core of God’s incre d i ble plan for humanity.
Notice how important that spiritual fa m i ly is to God: “In bri n gi n g
m a ny sons to glory [salvat i o n ] , it was fitting that God, for wh o m
and through whom eve rything ex i s t s , should make the author of
their salvation [Jesus Christ] perfect through suffe ri n g. Both the one
who makes men holy [Christ] and those who are made holy [human
beings in whom God is wo rking] are of the same fa m i ly ” ( H eb rew s
2 : 1 0 - 1 1 , N I V ) .

Th at tru ly conve rted Christians all have the same spiritual Fat h e r
means they are members of the same fa m i ly — G o d ’s fa m i ly. Th e
S c ri p t u res continu e : “So Jesus is not ashamed to call them bro t h e rs .
He say s , ‘I will decl a re your name to my bro t h e rs; in the pre s e n c e
of the congregation I will sing your pra i s e s .’And aga i n , ‘I will put
my trust in him.’And again he say s , ‘ H e re am I, and the ch i l d re n
God has given me’ ” ( ve rses 11-13, N I V ) .

Notice that Jesus is not ashamed to call members of His Church
His own bro t h e rs (and sisters). Th at is how wo n d e r f u l ly close and
p e rsonal this fa m i ly re l ationship is.
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M a n ’s Destiny Planned Before Time Began

2:23; Isaiah 41:8). God chose to build a national fa m i ly from the
descendants of A b raham and Sarah so citizens of that nation could, i f
t h ey would cooperat e, set an example for all other peoples as a model
of God’s own fa m i ly.

Those descendants, the people of ancient Isra e l , agreed to become
just such an example nation (Deutero n o my 4:1, 6-8; 5:27). But they
still had a carn a l , s e l fish nat u re, as do all other people (Romans 8:7).
K n ow l e d ge alone was not enough. God gave the Israelites His law s —
the know l e d ge of right and wro n g — but they did not have minds that
could obey God from the heart. As a nat i o n , t h ey failed to set an obe-
dient example as they had pro m i s e d.

The example they did set, t h at of consistently abandoning their
commitments to obey God, p re s e rves an important lesson for the 
rest of mankind. Neither nations nor individuals can produce go d ly
b e h avior without God’s Spirit dwelling within them—even if God
p e rs o n a l ly gives them explicit know l e d ge of right and wro n g.

H aving the Holy Spirit from birt h , Jesus Christ never sinned and
thus set a perfect example for humanity. Those who tru ly fo l l ow
C h rist repent of their sins and are led by God’s Spirit. With Chri s t
n ow living in them (Galatians 2:20), t h ey set a similar though imper-
fect ex a m p l e, s t riving to grow in the grace and know l e d ge of their
S avior (2 Peter 3:18). But, when Christians are granted immortality 
in the re s u rre c t i o n , t h ey will set perfect examples of godliness and
righteousness as the spiritual ch i l d ren of God.

God has revealed that He is “ b ri n ging many sons to glory ” so that
H e, as our Fat h e r, and we, His ch i l d re n , will be “of the same fa m i ly ”
( H eb rews 2:10-11, NIV). Th at astounding truth is the ultimate destiny
of human beings as revealed in the Bibl e.

God is in the process of cre ating that immortal fa m i ly. In the nex t
ch apter we will examine how you can become a part of it. We all
h ave a vital part to play in God’s plan.
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become fully and completely like Jesus Christ—with His ch a ra c t e r
fo rmed in us. We can say as Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “it is no
l o n ger I who live, but Christ lives in me.”

As Jesus is God’s Son, our destiny is also to be the immortal ch i l-
d ren of God. The apostle John explains wh at this means: “ B e h o l d
wh at manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, t h at we should
be called ch i l d ren of God! . . . Belove d, n ow we are ch i l d ren of God;
and it has not yet been revealed wh at we shall be, but we know that
when He is reve a l e d, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is” (1 John 3:1-3).

Human beings who are inducted into the fa m i ly that God is cre at-
ing will ultimat e ly be glori fied spirit beings like the re s u rrected Je s u s
C h rist (Philippians 3:20-21), who reigns over the unive rse in His glo-
ri fied state at the right hand of God. This is wh at is meant by Daniel’s
d e s c ription of righteous people in the future “shin[ing] . . . like the
s t a rs fo rever and eve r ” (Daniel 12:2-3, NRSV). Humans re s u rre c t e d
unto eternal life will be like the glori fied Jesus Chri s t !

The awesome potential of any pers o n , as it is presented to us by
C h rist and His ap o s t l e s , seems so incre d i ble that most people cannot
grasp this biblical truth when they first read it. Although it is plainly
s t ated in the Bibl e, people usually read right over it. In fa c t , this awe-
some future is the whole purpose and reason that God made mankind.
It is why we we re born , why we ex i s t .

God has always kept His purp o s e — t h at of making human beings
His ch i l d ren—as the guiding principle in His re l ationships with
m a n k i n d. He gave us His laws to teach us how to tre at each other 
in a go d ly manner, the same way Christ tre ated people. God shows 
no partiality (Romans 2:11). He “ d e s i res all men to be saved and 
to come to the know l e d ge of the tru t h ” (1 Ti m o t hy 2:4). And Chri s t
came specific a l ly to make it possible for the whole wo rld—all 
people—to be saved (John 3:16-17).

Israelites to set an example

M a ny re a d e rs of the Bible have wo n d e red why God chose the
descendants of A b raham and his wife Sarah—ancient Israel—as 
a special people if He impart i a l ly offe rs salvation to eve ryo n e.

A b raham was a righteous man whom God called His friend (Ja m e s
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the gift of the Holy Spiri t ” (Acts 2:38, N ew A m e rican Standard
B i ble). (Real repentance and bap t i s m , wh i ch open the way into God’s
fa m i ly, a re thoro u g h ly explained in our free booklet The Road to
E t e rnal Life. Request your copy today. )

G o d ’s ch i l d re n , t h e n , a re those who are led by God through His
S p i rit. The Holy Spirit is the power and presence of God wo rk i n g
within them (2 Ti m o t hy 1:6; Psalm 51:11; Philippians 2:13). Th o s e
who re c e ive God’s Spirit are rega rded as the ch i l d ren of God even 
in this life. “ B e l ove d, n ow we are ch i l d ren of God; and . . . eve ryo n e
who has this hope in Him puri fies himself, just as He is pure ” (1 Jo h n
3:2-3). But wh at we are now is nothing compared with wh at we will
be like at Jesus Chri s t ’s re t u rn .

At that time the faithful ch i l d ren of God will be re s u rrected to
i m m o rtality to share eternity with Him. Paul describes the marve l o u s
t ra n s fo rm ation that will occur when the dead are re s u rre c t e d : “ Th e re
a re heave n ly bodies and eart h ly bodies; and the splendour of the heav-
e n ly bodies is one thing, the splendour of the eart h ly another. The sun
has a splendour of its ow n , the moon another splendour and the stars
yet another; and one star diffe rs from another in brightness. So it is
with the re s u rrection of the dead: wh at is sown as a peri s h able thing is
raised imperi s h abl e. Sown in humiliat i o n , it is raised in glory; sown in
we a k n e s s , it is raised in power; sown a physical body, it is raised a
s p i ritual body. If there is such a thing as a physical body, t h e re is also 
a spiritual body ” (1 Corinthians 15:40-44, R evised English Bibl e ) .

These ve rses depict an awesome ch a n ge indeed. Th at is why Pa u l
s ay s : “ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spiri t , t h at we are the
ch i l d ren of God: and if ch i l d re n , then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
h e i rs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, t h at we may be
also glori fied toge t h e r. For I re ckon that the suffe rings of this pre s e n t
time are not wo rt hy to be compared with the glory wh i ch shall be
revealed in us” (Romans 8:16-18, K J V ) .

A future beyond compare

Do you get the picture? Being re s u rrected into God’s fa m i ly as a
ve ry child of God, a part of God’s own fa m i ly, is so mag n i ficent that
it is futile to try to compare it to anything we have ever known. No
amount of tri a l s , p ro blems and suffe ring in this life could eve r
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Who Will Be
in God’s Fa m i ly ?
Who are the ch i l d ren of God? Who will become a part of God’s
i m m o rtal spiritual fa m i ly ?

The Bible explains that those inducted into God’s immortal fa m i ly
must first sincere ly repent of their sins, be bap t i zed and re c e ive the
gift of God’s Spirit (Acts 2:38). By re c e iving the Holy Spiri t , t h ey
become conve rted members of Chri s t ’s spiritual body (1 Cori n t h i a n s
1 2 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) , wh i ch is His Church (Colossians 1:24). Th ey await the
re s u rrection at Chri s t ’s re t u rn , when they will be given immortality 
(1 Corinthians 15:51-54).

R e c e iving God’s Spirit is essential to conve rsion. The apostle Pa u l
m a kes it clear that you must re c e ive the Holy Spirit to become a part
of God’s fa m i ly and Church : “ . . . If anyone does not have the Spiri t
of Chri s t , he is not His” (Romans 8:9).

Why are those without God’s Spirit not the people of God?
B e c a u s e, as Paul ex p l a i n s , o n ly “as many as are led by the Spirit of
G o d, these are sons of God” ( ve rse 14). Paul cl a ri fies the re l at i o n s h i p
of God’s Spirit to salvat i o n : “But if the Spirit of Him who ra i s e d
Jesus from the dead dwells in yo u , He who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit . . .”
( ve rse 11). Only those with God’s Spirit will inherit eternal life.

H ow, t h e n , m ay you re c e ive God’s Spirit? The apostle Pe t e r
explained that you must “ rep e n t ” and “be bap t i zed . . . in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the fo rgiveness of your sins; and you shall re c e ive
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A vision of our future
The Kingdom of God, under the rule of Chri s t , will be wo n d e r f u l .

But wh at will make it so?
It will be wonderful because of the leadership of the ch i l d ren of

G o d, e a ch ch a n ged to an immortal spirit being under the leaders h i p
of Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself will reign as “the firs t b o rn among
m a ny bre t h re n ” (Romans 8:29). He will share management of the
kingdom with the re s u rre c t e d, i m m o rtal ch i l d ren of God. 

The prophet Daniel re c e ived from God a vision of the establ i s h-
ment of that Kingdom under Jesus Christ. He saw Christ re c e iv i n g
His Kingdom from God the Fat h e r. “I was wat ching in the night
v i s i o n s , and behold, One like the Son of Man [Jesus Chri s t ] , c o m i n g
with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days [God the
Fat h e r ] , and they brought Him near befo re Him. Then to Him wa s
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, t h at all peoples, n at i o n s ,
and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an eve rl a s t i n g
d o m i n i o n , wh i ch shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one
wh i ch shall not be destroye d ” (Daniel 7:13-14).

Who will share the Kingdom with Jesus Christ? “ Then the king-
dom and dominion, and the gre atness of the kingdoms under the
whole heave n , shall be given to the p e o p l e, the saints of the Most
H i g h . His kingdom is an eve rlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey Him” ( ve rse 27). Here again we see that peo-
ple who are the “saints of the Most High” will be kings and ru l e rs
with Chri s t .

But their type of ru l e rship will be va s t ly diffe rent from the ru l e r-
ship this wo rld has usually ex p e ri e n c e d. Th ey will serve rather than
exploit humanity. Jesus Christ described the kind of giv i n g, s e rv i n g,
l oving leadership that will ch a ra c t e ri ze those who rule with Him:
“Among the Gentiles, kings lord it over their subjects and those in
a u t h o rity are given the title Benefa c t o r. Not so with yo u : on the con-
t ra ry, the gre atest among you must bear himself like the yo u n ge s t ,
the one who rules like one who serve s ” ( L u ke 22:25-26, R E B ) .

God is cre ating not just a fa m i ly of kings, but kings who are 
s e rva n t s , kings who will pass on blessings to those they serve. A s
P roverbs 29:2 tells us, “ When the righteous are in authori t y, the 
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ap p ro a ch the priceless gift of eternal life as ch i l d ren of God, a c t u a l ly
becoming like Jesus Christ. Th at incre d i ble future is wh at life is all
about. Th at is why you we re born .

No wonder Paul ex cl a i m e d, “ The cre ated unive rse is waiting with
e ager ex p e c t ation for God’s sons to be reve a l e d ” (Romans 8:19,
REB). God gives us this faithful pro m i s e : “He who ove rcomes shall
i n h e rit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son”
( R eve l ation 21:7).

The wonderful wo rld of tomorrow will be inaugurated at the re t u rn
of Jesus Chri s t , who will rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lord s
( R eve l ation 19:16). Eve ry kingdom, p ower and gove rnment will be
b rought under His divine ru l e rship (Reve l ation 11:15). He will estab-
lish the Kingdom of God on earth. This was the heart of His mes-
s age—the go s p e l , or good new s , t h at He pre a ched (Mark 1:14-15).
(Be sure to request your free copy of The Gospel of the Kingdom t o
better understand this central theme both of Chri s t ’s message and the
e n t i re Bibl e. )

Those sons and daughters of God who have been faithful to Him
will share in that rule with Jesus Christ as sons of God. Notice
C h ri s t ’s pro m i s e : “ To him who ove rcomes I will grant to sit with Me
on My thro n e, as I also ove rcame and sat down with My Father on
His thro n e ” ( R eve l ation 3:21). Those who ove rcome will be give n
responsibility as kings and priests of God in that Kingdom (Reve l a-
tion 1:5-6).

Change to immort a l i t y

H ow can we mere human beings ever hope that Jesus Christ wo u l d
s h a re with us such incre d i ble responsibility? Cert a i n ly we can neve r
do so while we are still we a k , i m p e r fect human beings.

Th at is just the point of these and many other scri p t u res. We mu s t
be ch a n ge d.

“ N ow this I say, b re t h re n , t h at flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I
tell you a my s t e ry : We shall not all sleep , but we shall all be ch a n ge d ;
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
t rumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorru p t i bl e, and we
shall be ch a n ge d ” (1 Corinthians 15:50-52).
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The Key Steps 
in God’s Master Plan
We have discove red God’s master plan to “ b ring many sons to
g l o ry ” ( H eb rews 2:10). Now let’s consider the specific steps needed
to fulfill that plan. Those steps become clear when we understand the
awesome purpose of God’s seven annual fe s t ivals and the we e k ly 
s eve n t h - d ay Sabb at h .

These special sacred days are listed in Leviticus 23. Th ey give 
us a concise view of God’s master plan. Each fe s t ival focuses on one
major facet of that plan. By observing these fe s t ivals we can gain a
mu ch deeper understanding of the essential steps in God’s plan fo r
the salvation of humankind (Psalm 111:10).

G o d ’s feast days
In Leviticus 23 we find God’s command to observe the we e k ly

S abb ath and specific fe s t ivals throughout the ye a r. This command still
applies. God said, “ These are the feasts of the LO R D, h o ly convo c a-
tions [sacred assemblies] wh i ch you shall pro claim at their ap p o i n t e d
t i m e s ” ( ve rse 4). Notice that they are God’s fe a s t s , not just Isra e l ’s
n ational holidays. Howeve r, God gave them first to the people of
I s rael. God’s intent was that should they set the example for all other
n ations (Deutero n o my 4:6).

Wh at is even more important to us is that Jesus Christ kept these
d ays (Mat t h ew 26:17; Mark 1:21; Luke 4:16, 31; John 7:8-10, 1 4 , 3 7 ) .
The early Christians also kept these fe s t ivals and the seve n t h - d ay
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people rejoice . . .” The whole wo rld will rejoice under the ri g h t e o u s
ru l e rship of the fa m i ly of God!

Leadership based on love
G o d ’s ch a racter is based on love (1 John 4:8-16). The loving ch a r-

acter of God is evident in all His ch i l d ren. It is that loving ch a ra c t e r
t h at distinguishes the true ch i l d ren of God, t h at reveals who is re a l ly a
p a rt of His fa m i ly. “In this the ch i l d ren of God and the ch i l d ren of the
d evil are manife s t : Wh o ever does not practice righteousness is not of
G o d, nor is he who does not love his bro t h e r ” (1 John 3:10).

Jesus taught the same. “ You have heard that it was said, ‘ You shall
l ove your neighbor and hate your enemy.’But I say to yo u , l ove yo u r
e n e m i e s , bless those who curse yo u , do good to those who hate yo u ,
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute yo u , t h at 
you may be sons of your Fat h e r in heaven . . . You shall be perfe c t ,
just as your Father in heaven is perfe c t ” ( M at t h ew 5:43-45, 4 8 ) .

The practice of go d ly love by the re s u rre c t e d, i m m o rtal ch i l d ren of
God will produce the wonderful wo rld of the future. God is perfe c t i n g
the attitude of love and mercy in His sons and daughters who are the
firs t f ruits of His spiritual harvest (James 1:18). Th ey will be ch i l d re n
b e fitting His fa m i ly, ch i l d ren who will demonstrate to the remainder 
of mankind that obedience to God’s law is the right way of life.

God is cre ating in His ch i l d ren His holy and righteous ch a ra c t e r.
Those who become like Jesus Christ at the re s u rrection will be more
than just spirit beings s i m i l a r to Him. Th ey will share with Him the
ve ry nat u re of our Cre at o r,Almighty God (2 Peter 1:4).

N ever undere s t i m ate the value of your life. You we re born to
become one of God’s ch i l d ren. You we re born to re c e ive His ve ry
n at u re and, eve n t u a l ly, e t e rnal life. You we re born to become a glori-
fie d, i m m o rtal member of God’s fa m i ly. If you surrender your life 
to God, this is your destiny.
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when all the firs t b o rn not protected by the blood of a lamb died. Only
the households that had sacri ficed a lamb and placed its blood on their
d o o rposts we re spared from death (Exodus 12:12-13).

The lambs slain by ancient Israel rep resented the sacri fice of Je s u s
C h rist for humanity (1 Peter 1:19). Th at sacri fice of Christ as our
Pa s s over (1 Corinthians 5:7) is the first and most important step in
G o d ’s plan for mankind’s salvat i o n .

But why is the Pa s s over so important for us to remember and
o b s e rve? It is because our sins sep a rate us from God (Isaiah 59:2),
and the “ wages of sin” is death (Romans 6:23). Je s u s , as the “ L a m b
of God” ( John 1:29), s a c ri ficed His life to pay that death penalty fo r
us so we can be reconciled to God (Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20).
R e c o n c i l i ation with God is the first step towa rd salvat i o n .

The plan of God could not exist as we know it without Chri s t ’s 
atoning sacri fic e. The events pictured by subsequent fe s t ivals depend 
on Jesus Chri s t ’s sacri fic e, s y m b o l i zed by the New Testament Pa s s ove r.

The Feast of Unleavened Bre a d

The Feast of Unleavened Bre a d, lasting seven day s , i m m e d i at e ly
fo l l ows the Pa s s ove r. God commands that , d u ring this fe a s t , no one
e at bread containing leaven (such as ye a s t ) , nor even allow it into his
home (Leviticus 23:6-8; Exodus 12:15-20).

I n i t i a l ly this fe s t ival was instituted as a memorial of Isra e l ’s deliv-
e rance from slave ry in Egypt. To d ay its significance is far gre at e r. It
t e a ches us that Chri s t i a n s , who are delive red from their sins thro u g h
the sacri fice of Chri s t , with God’s help must purge wickedness fro m
their lives and replace it with ri g h t e o u s n e s s .

Paul compares sin to leave n , noting that , as leaven spreads to affe c t
a lump of dough, so sin spreads to affect many areas of one’s life as
well as the lives of others. Then he concl u d e s : “ Th e re fo re let us
[ C h ristians] ke ep the fe a s t , not with old leave n , nor with the leaven 
of malice and wicke d n e s s , but with the unleavened bread of sinceri t y
and tru t h ” (1 Corinthians 5:6-8).

This feast symbolizes the Chri s t i a n ’s commitment to put sin out of
his life. It also calls his attention to the fo rgiveness of sin that is possi-
ble through baptism. Paul wrote that the Isra e l i t e s ’c rossing thro u g h
the Red Sea (at the end of the Feast of Unleavened Bread) was their
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S abb ath (Acts 2:1; 12:3-4; 16:13; 18:4, 1 9 , 21; 20:6; 27:9; 1 Cori n-
thians 5:7-8). Th ey are vital re m i n d e rs of God’s plan for us.

P ro p h e cy shows that , after Jesus Chri s t ’s re t u rn , all nations will
ke ep these fe s t ivals to honor and wo rship God (Zech a riah 14:16-19).
Speaking of that time, Isaiah 66:23 re c o rds the wo rds of God
H i m s e l f : “ . . . From one Sabb ath to another, all flesh shall come to
wo rship befo re Me.” This shows that the entire wo rld will be re q u i re d
to observe these days once Christ re t u rns. Th ey will be part of the
l aws of His Kingdom.

Th e re fo re, we need to seri o u s ly consider the significance of these
feasts in their proper sequence. We need to understand their re l at i o n-
ship to the fantastic destiny God has planned for us.

The weekly Sabbath
The listing of God’s fe s t ivals in Leviticus 23 begins with the we e k-

ly Sabb ath—the seventh day of the we e k , wh i ch begins Fri d ay at sun-
set and lasts until Sat u rd ay at sunset. One of the Sabb at h ’s purposes is
to remind God’s people eve ry week that the God they wo rship is the
C re ator of the heavens and earth (Exodus 20:8, 1 1 ) .

But it also has a prophetic aspect. In Heb rews 4:4-9 the we e k ly
S abb ath rest is re l ated to the 1,000-year time of peace during Je s u s
C h ri s t ’s reign on earth (Reve l ation 5:10; 11:15; 20:4-6). Th at will be
the time salvation will be made ava i l able to all mankind. The compar-
ison of the we e k ly Sabb ath to Chri s t ’s millennial reign concl u d e s
with “ Th e re re m a i n s , t h e n , a Sabb at h - rest for the people of God”
( H eb rews 4:9, N I V ) .

God commands His people to ke ep the Sabb ath so they will neve r
fo rget He has promised a time of intern ational peace when Christ will
o ffer salvation to the whole wo rl d. The Sabb ath is also a special time,
s a n c t i fied by God, d u ring wh i ch His ch i l d ren are to learn and grow in
the know l e d ge and ch a racter that is expected from the members of
His fa m i ly. (For further unders t a n d i n g, please request our free booklet
Sunset to Sunset: G o d ’s Sabb ath Rest.)

The meaning of the Passover
In addition to the we e k ly Sabb at h , God commands the observa n c e

of His annual fe s t ivals. The firs t , in sequence, is the Pa s s over (Lev i t i c u s
23:5). It was first instituted at the time of Isra e l ’s exodus from Egy p t ,
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has part in the first re s u rrection. Over such the second death has no
p owe r, but they shall be priests of God and of Chri s t , and shall re i g n
with Him a thousand ye a rs .”

Although the Feast of Trumpets heralds the re t u rn of Jesus Chri s t
as the Prince of Pe a c e, the process of peacemaking wo n ’t be com-
plete until God re s t rains Satan the dev i l , the author of confusion,
chaos and wa r, f rom influencing humanity for 1,000 ye a rs. Th at
b rings us to the fifth step in God’s master plan.

The Day of Atonement
The Day of A t o n e m e n t , o b s e rved by fasting and assembly as com-

manded in Leviticus 23:27-32, m a rks another milestone in God’s
plan. It re l ates to the Pa s s ove r, since Jesus Christ as our Pa s s over is
also our Atonement. In ancient Israel the emphasis for this fe s t iva l
was on cleansing the nation of its sins (Leviticus 16:32-34); its future
ap p l i c ation is for the wo rld in ge n e ra l .

To cleanse humanity from sin, God must first depose Sat a n , wh o
c o n s t a n t ly tempts us to sin. Then all men and women can re c e ive the
atonement of Jesus Christ to cleanse them from their sins. For this
re a s o n , one of Chri s t ’s first acts at His second coming will be to bind
S atan for 1,000 ye a rs (Reve l ation 20:1-3). Then the reconciling of the
wo rld through the atoning sacri fice of Christ can begin in earn e s t .
Once Satan and his deceptions are out of the way, all people can be
reconciled to God.

The Feast of Ta b e rn a c l e s
The next commanded fe s t iva l , in Leviticus 23:33-36, is the Fe a s t

of Tab e rn a cles. It pictures the 1,000-year rule of Christ as King of
Kings to continue the harvest of human lives into eternal life (Jo h n
4:35-36). This is the sixth step in God’s master plan.

The reign of Christ will begin at Je rusalem and spread to eve ry
n ation. Isaiah calls it the time during wh i ch “ m a ny people shall
come and say, ‘ C o m e, and let us go up to the mountain of the LO R D,
to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His way s , and we
shall walk in His pat h s .’ For out of Zion shall go fo rth the law, a n d
the wo rd of the LO R D f rom Je rusalem. He shall judge between the
n at i o n s , and rebu ke many people; they shall beat their swo rds into
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symbolic baptism and an example for Christians today (1 Cori n t h i a n s
1 0 : 2 , 6 ) .

Once our sins are fo rgive n , we must move fo r wa rd to build in our
l ives the same ch a racter that our Delive re r, Jesus Chri s t , s h owed us 
by His personal example (Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 2:5; 1 Jo h n
2:6). Jesus said that He is the “ b read of life ” ( John 6:35). Observ i n g
the Days of Unleavened Bread rep resents a Chri s t i a n ’s commitment
to emu l ate the “ u n l e ave n e d ” or perfe c t , sinless life of Jesus Chri s t .

The Day of Pentecost
The next commanded fe s t ival is Pe n t e c o s t , o b s e rved 50 days fro m

the we e k ly Sabb ath during the Days of Unleavened Bread (Lev i t i c u s
23:15-16). Its significance is clear from Acts 2. Having waited in
Je rusalem as they we re commanded (Acts 1:4-5), His disciples re c e ive d
G o d ’s Spirit as promised on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).

The Holy Spirit filled the disciples with power from God. Th ro u g h
their inspired pre a ch i n g, o t h e rs rep e n t e d, we re bap t i zed and re c e ive d
G o d ’s Spirit (ve rses 37-41). Th at was the beginning of the New
Testament Church. Calling a body of conve rted believe rs out of the
sins of this wo rld is the third step in God’s master plan of salvat i o n .

The Feast of Pentecost rep resents God’s people—the Church of
God—being tra n s fo rmed and rev i t a l i zed by His Spirit. The Holy Spiri t
guides believe rs into God’s truth (John 16:13), leading them into a
t ra n s fo rmed life (Romans 8:4-14). Without that Spiri t , we cannot
belong to God and Christ (ve rse 9) and cannot be a part of God’s
C h u rch (1 Corinthians 12:12-13). Receiving God’s Spirit is an essential
s t ep to fulfilling our destiny as members of His fa m i ly : “ For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

The Feast of Tru m p e t s
The Feast of Tru m p e t s , so named because it was marked by the

special bl owing of tru m p e t s , is commanded in Leviticus 23:24-25.
This fe s t ival heralds the second coming of Jesus Christ to earth at the
sounding of the “last tru m p e t ,” d e s c ribed in the book of Reve l at i o n .

At that time those who have died in Christ will be re s u rrected and,
along with those Christians still liv i n g, will be ch a n ged into immort a l
s p i rit beings (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17;
R eve l ation 11:15). Reve l ation 20:6 say s , “Blessed and holy is he wh o
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t h rough Jesus Chri s t , s u rrender to God and re c e ive eternal life — wh o
will share God’s nat u re as ch i l d ren in His own fa m i ly. God has
p ro m i s e d, “He who ove rcomes shall i n h e rit all things, and I will be
his God and he shall be My son” ( R eve l ation 21:7).

Just think! God had it all planned befo re the beginning of time.

Act on what you have learn e d
This brings us back to wh e re we bega n , to King Dav i d ’s re fle c t i o n s

in Psalm 8:3-4: “ When I consider Your heave n s , the wo rk of Your fin-
ge rs , the moon and the stars , wh i ch You have ord a i n e d, wh at is man
t h at You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?”

The Bible has shown us why God is mindful of mankind: H e
planned our awesome future. We have seen that our ultimate destiny,
the purpose of our physical ex i s t e n c e, is to become the immortal 
ch i l d ren of God, who is our Fat h e r. The keys to understanding our
d e s t i ny, and that of all humankind, a re revealed step by step thro u g h
G o d ’s annual fe s t iva l s .

This is wh e re you and I—and all of humanity—are headed. God
will not permit His perfect plan to be foiled by human or sat a n i c
m a n i p u l ation. The Bibl e, b a cked by the guarantee of Almighty God
and Jesus Chri s t , p romises us it will all come to pass.

H e re is a final scri p t u re rega rding our astounding future : “ M a ny of
those who sleep [are dead] in the dust of the earth shall awa ke, s o m e
to eve rlasting life, and some to shame and eve rlasting contempt.
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, a n d
those who lead many to ri g h t e o u s n e s s , l i ke the stars fo rever and eve r ”
(Daniel 12:2-3, N R S V ) .

This is your destiny! May God grant you a heart willing to surre n-
der your will to Him so you may re c e ive the wonderful gift of etern a l
l i fe in His fa m i ly.
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p l ow s h a re s , and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up swo rd against nat i o n , neither shall they learn war any m o re ”
(Isaiah 2:3-4).

D u ring this time of wo rl dwide peace, eve ry living person can learn
G o d ’s ways and have the opportunity for salvation. “No more shall
eve ry man teach his neighbor, and eve ry man his bro t h e r, s ay i n g,
‘ K n ow the LO R D,’for they all shall know Me, f rom the least of them
to the gre atest of them, s ays the LO R D. For I will fo rgive their iniqui-
t y, and their sin I will remember no more ” ( Je remiah 31:34). Th e
k n ow l e d ge of God will cover the earth as the wat e rs cover the seas
(Isaiah 11:9).

The Last Great Day

Fi n a l ly, as commanded in Leviticus 23:36-39, a sep a rate one-day
fe s t ival immediat e ly fo l l ows the Feast of Tab e rn a cles. This day
d epicts the Gre at White Th rone Ju d g m e n t , the seventh step in God’s
plan as described in Reve l ation 20:11-13. People who have died hav-
ing never heard about their incre d i ble potential will have their tru e
d e s t i ny revealed to them at that time.

H e re is how it will happen. All the dead who have ever live d —
people like the queen of Sheb a , i n h abitants of ancient Nineveh and
the people of Chri s t ’s own time—will be re s u rrected toge t h e r
( M at t h ew 12:41-42). Th at re s u rrection of thousands of millions of
people back to phy s i c a l , t e m p o ral life is detailed in Ezekiel 37:1-14.
These are the “ rest of the dead” s p o ken of in Reve l ation 20:5. Bil-
lions of humans will repent of their past sins and re c e ive the gift 
of eve rlasting life, attaining their ultimate destiny.

G o d ’s plan is all-encompassing. During this time the vast majori t y
of human beings will re c e ive the opportunity for eve rlasting life.
R e m e m b e r, God “ d e s i res all men to be save d ” and is “not willing that
a ny should perish but that all should come to rep e n t a n c e ” (1 Ti m o t hy
2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). Th rough His wo n d rous plan, all of humanity will 
be given the opportunity to learn God’s tru t h , come to repentance and
re c e ive salvation. (For a more-complete ex p l a n ation of the fe s t iva l s ,
be sure to request our free booklet G o d ’s Holy Day Plan: Th e
P romise of Hope for All Mankind.)

Wh at a marvelous plan! It unveils the incre d i ble destiny of all wh o ,
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feed His sheep (John 21:15-17). To ful-
fill this command, the United Churc h
of God has congregations around the
world. In these congregations believers
assemble to be instructed from the
S c r i p t u res and to fellowship. 

The United Church of God is com-
mitted to understanding and practicing
New Testament Christianity. We desire
to share God’s way of life with those
who earnestly seek to worship and 
follow our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our ministers are available to coun-
sel, answer questions and explain the
Bible. If you would like to contact a
minister or visit one of our congre g a-
tions, please feel free to write to us at
the address nearest you, or contact us
by telephone.
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